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The Prez Says… 
 I appreciated seeing everyone last night, we 
had quite a crowd! Everyone brought lots of 
beautiful rock specimens and petrified woods which 
were a delight to see. I also enjoyed the program 
Christine Young presented of Frank Daniels 
beautiful photographs of specimens from his 
website. And thanks to DM for the successful field 
trip and rocks he brought to share. When everyone 
contributes to the club, everybody has a great time!  

ROY RAY 
 
 

Important Dates… 
October Board Meeting…will be at 7:30 pm on 
Tuesday, Oct. 11 at Christine Young’s home. 
October Business Meeting…Tuesday, Oct. 25, 
at 7:30 pm, Room 9012, San Juan College. 
Rock of the Month…Turquoise or other gems 
Program…Agate Inclusions – Ed Kriegshauser  
Refreshments…MO, Carlos Baca 
New Members…Derrick & Alicia McCuller 
 
 

San Juan County Gem & Mineral Society News 
 President Roy Ray called the meeting to 
order and welcomed guests. He asked Doug 
Marshal to talk about the next field trip. Doug said 
that we would be going to an old copper mine 
outside of Cuba on Oct. 22nd (for more detailed 
information see page 4). The backup trip location 
will be Nageezi. He noted that the Silverton trip was 
a great success and he brought samples to give 
away for those who couldn’t make it. 
 Bill Calvert reported that we need 
volunteers for the Nomination Committee and 
Celeste Douthit, Teresa Penton and Janet Bell 
volunteered to seek nominations for the elections in 
November. DD Eicker mentioned that Doris Ray 
and DW will have completed their two-year terms 
and we will elect two new junior members. 
 Mickie Calvert presented the Treasurer’s 
report and noted that our CD, saving and finances 
are in good shape. We received a donation for a 
book for our library in memory of Lynn Parrott and 
the club selected a book on Turquoise. MO brought 
the library books for checkout, and Calvin Webb 
donated several items to the library. Christine 
Young showed photographs of petrified wood and 
other specimens from Frank Daniels 
www.westerncoloradopublishing.com web site 
(used with permission) and they were beautiful to 
see. 

 

Silverton Field Trip 
 After driving through the amazing fall colors 
on the way to the old Sunshine Mine outside of 
Silverton, nineteen members got busy and 
collected a lot of Rhodonite, pyrite, crystal, druze 
quartz and galena. It was a fantastic field trip and 
the weather was perfect – bright blue skies, mild 
temperatures. Many thanks to Field Chair DM and 
the Exploratory Field Trip Team for helping to make 
this trip such a great success! Photos © Bernadette 

Cowart. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
It just doesnôt get much better than this! What a great day 

for a field trip in the mountains with good friends! 
 

http://www.westerncoloradopublishing.com/
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Geologic Wonders - Death Valley 
  Death Valley is a 156-mile long north/south- 
trending trough that formed between two major 
block-faulted mountain ranges. The whole of Death 
Valley, a diverse desert environment of salt-flats, 
sand dunes, badlands, valleys, canyons, and 
mountains, is contained in the Death Valley 
National Park, which is the largest national park in 
the conterminous 48 states. Within its boundaries 
are found mountains rising over 11,000 feet and the 
lowest point in the United States in the Badwater 
Basin salt pan, 282 feet below sea level. Some 550 
square miles lie below sea level. 
 Death Valley is an area of harsh extremes. 
It is the hottest and driest of the national parks in 
the United States. The desert alternates between 
hot days and cold nights. Air temperatures often 
exceed 100O F; daily summer temperatures of 120O 
F or greater are common. The record highest 
temperature in the US was 134O F in 1913 in Death 
Valley. Temperatures on the ground, or within a few 
feet of it, are considerably higher (micro-climate) -
sometimes by as much as 50 degrees F. Death 
Valley is also North America’s driest spot, receiving 
about 1.5 inches of rainfall annually at Badwater. 
Some years fail to register any measureable rainfall 
at all! 

The unique natural 
environment of the 
area has been 
shaped largely by its 
geology. The rocks in 
the Valley are 
extensively meta-
morphosed and at 
least 1.7 billion years 
old. The park has 

experience at least four major periods of extensive 
volcanism, three or four periods of major 
sedimentation, and several intervals of major 
tectonic deformation where the crust has been 
reshaped. Two periods of glaciations have also had 
effects on the area. The Devil’s Golf Course, a 
strange rubble of crystalline salt pinnacles and 
gravels that stretches down the south end of the 
valley for 40 miles, is a thousand feet deep, and is 
the bed of an Ice Age inland sea.  
 Throughout the western United States, a 
series of generally north-south running mountain 
ranges tower over intervening valleys. When the 
valley has no outlet for water runoff, it is termed a 
basin. This is the case in many of the interior 
valleys of the western part of the United States, and 
had led to the geographical term of “basin and 
range” for the entire area. When sufficient 

precipitation, over extended periods of time, wash 
small earthen particles into the lowest points in the 
valley, a flat surface of fine sediment can form. Due 
to the overwhelmingly arid conditions found here, 
the water covering this surface is temporal, 
evaporating quickly. A playa is then left behind, 
referring to the absolutely flat, usually salt-laden 
surface that is formed. Within Death Valley are two 
distinctive playas – the Badwater basin and the 
remote Racetrack Playa (whose Sailing Stones 
were featured in a story in the September issue).  

 Over geologic time, the water flowing into 
Death Valley was saturated in dissolved minerals, 
which evaporated leaving some of the largest salt 
pans in the world, rich in minerals, such as borax 
and various salts and hydrates. These ores made 
Death Valley famous. Borax was mined beginning 
in the 1880s and by the 1920s was the world’s 
number one source of borax. Borax was shipped 
out of the valley 165 miles to the Mojave railhead in 
10-ton capacity wagons pulled by “twenty-mule 
teams” that were actually teams of 18 mules and 
two horses each. The teams averaged two miles an 
hour and required about 30 days to complete a 
round trip.  
 Other miners came to the Valley to prospect 
and mine deposits of copper, gold, lead, and silver. 
These sporadic mining ventures were hampered by 
their remote locations and the harsh desert 
environment. The Keane Wonder Mine, along with 
mines at Rhyolite, Skidoo and Harrisburg, were the 
only ones to extract enough metal ore to make 
them worthwhile. Today the Death Valley National 
Park is unique because it displays a continuum of 
mining activities from at least the 1860s to the 
present day. Many historic mining resources are of 
particular significance either because similar 
resources are not found elsewhere within the 
national park system or because they are in a 
better state of preservation than examples found 
elsewhere.  
 

Information for this article came from: www.nps.gov, 
www.wikipedia.org, and Death Valley by D. Oliver 
(original source unknown).  

Devilôs Golf Course. Photo © 
www.wikipedia.org  

A twenty-mule team in Death Valley. Photo © 
www.wikipedia.org.  

http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
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Jet by Mary Sue Bucher ς SJGMS 
 In the year 1861, Price Albert, husband of 
Her Royal Majesty Queen Victoria of England, died 
of typhoid fever. For the remainder of her life, which 
numbered forty years, Victoria remained in 
mourning and dressed only in black. At that time 
mourning attire included beads fashioned from jet – 
a strange but beautiful gemstone which is a form of 
Lignite…coal.  

Jet is a fossil mineraloid, 
sometimes called Black 
Amber, Agstein, Scorpion 
Stone, and Witch’s Amber. 
Most jet originated in the 
Jurassic period, approx-
imately 182 million years 

ago from the remains of 
Araucaria conifer trees 
whose living relatives we 

call Monkey Puzzle Trees. It is light-weight, has a 
distinctive “coal” smell to it, is known to be 
flammable, and like amber, it takes on a static 
charge when rubbed. It is soft, with a Mohs 
hardness of 2-4 and is known to polish to a luster 
resembling black velvet. 

Victorian mourning jewelry has a 
distinct “look” to it; the beads are, 
of course, black and are usually 
faceted. Long ropes of these 
faceted jet beads were common, 
and they remained popular well 
into the 1920s when they were 
adopted by young “Flappers” to 
wear with their short, straight 
dresses. After jet beads became 
popular, there were, of course, 
imitators such as Ebonite, also 
called Vulcanite (hardened 
rubber). Unlike jet, Vulcanite was 
molded rather than cut, and if 
heated smelled like rubber 
instead of coal. It also bleached 

out with age to an olive-brown color. 
 “French Jet,” “Paris Jet,” or “Faux Jet” is 
glass, and is the most common imitator of jet; it’s 
easy to distinguish from real jet as it is heavy and 
has a cold feel to it. Bakelite is a type of vintage 
plastic that was sometimes tinted black to resemble 
jet. Bakelite, in its own right, has become valuable. 
About ten years ago, a friend asked me to pick up a 
Bakelite bracelet for her at an antique show. It turns 
out most of the good ones that I saw were being 
offered for around five hundred dollars and, 
needless to say, she didn’t get her bracelet. 

 Jet has been imitated by Bog Oak, a type of 
black wood found in Irish peat bogs, and jewelry 
makers have also used Cannel Coal, Shale, Horn, 
and, of course, there is onyx, or black chalcedony, 
obsidian, schorl (a type of tourmaline), coral, and 
any stone that has been dyed or enhanced with 
dye. 

Queen Victoria could afford 
the real thing, and the only 
jewelry allowed at court 
during the mourning period 
was real jet – preferably 
mined from Whitby, 
England, which is known to 
have the finest jet in the 
world. Whitby is also a 
source of Ammonite fossils. 
An old legend tells of St. 

Hilda of Whitby who 
hundreds of years ago was 
credited with turning a 
plague of snakes into 
stone. They do some 

beautiful jet carvings in Whitby and that’s not all 
they’ve carved. As proof of St. Hilda’s miracle, local 
artisans carve snake’s heads on the ammonite 
fossils and sell them as a cottage industry. The 
coat of arms of Whitby is adorned with three of 
these “Snake Stones.” 

San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society 
Mineralog, August 2010 

 

A Word from the Field Trip Chair…. 
As Field Trip Chair, 
people probably think 
all I do is make a few 
phone calls, but it 
really takes a team of 
eight dedicated people 
who spend their time 
and money on gas, 
food, and wear and 
tear on their vehicles 
to check out our field 
trip sites. They check 
out mileage, parking, 

logistics and the site. Sometimes nothing is found 
at a site, which is good to know before we take the 
whole club out on “The Field Trip from Hell.” 
 So, at this time, I wish to thank my eight-
man team – Bill and Mickie Calvert, Bill and 
Bernadette Cowart, Rhonda Martin and Darwin 
Richardson, and JM, for all their help, suggestions, 
and time devoted to making club trips a success.  
                     DM 

Raw Jet.  Photo © 
www.whitbyhotels.co.uk  

Victorian 
Mourning 
Brooch.  
Photo © 
www.wikipedia. 
org  

Whitby Jet Brooch 
with the entwined 
letters spelling 
VICTORIA. Photo © 
www.blackjet.co.uk  

Bill Calvert, Darwin Richard-
son, Bill Cowart & DM take 
samples on an exploratory 
trip to Silverton. Photo © 
Bernadette Cowart. 

http://www.whitbyhotels.co.uk/
http://www.blackjet.co.uk/
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An Enduring Legacy by Theo Steinhauer 
Not a single original 
manuscript has survived 
from the writings of the 
classical Roman and 
Greek authors. True, many 
copies of these writings 
have survived, having 
been copied by the monks 
and other learned scholars. 
But the originals have long 
ago crumbled to dust, been 
burned by fire, eaten by 
bugs, etc. A very few 
writings of some other 
civilizations are still 
around, the papyri of the 
Egyptians, for example. 

Texts inscribed in clay, cut on stone or fashioned in 
metal still exist. Coins, cameos, cabochons, stone 
seals and the like have endured for thousands of 
years. The point is that the creators of lapidary 
should treat their creations reverently; they may be 
around 2000 years from now!   

San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society 
The Theo Chronicles 

 

Upcoming Shows & Events…             
Chaparral Rockhounds Annual Show, Roswell, NM Oct. 1-2. 
Moab Points & Pebbles Rock Club Annual Show, Moab, UT,  
Oct 7-9. 
FLOY WASH Multi-club Field Trip, Green River, UT, Oct. 7-9. 
Topeka Gem & Mineral Society Annual Show, Topeka, KS. Oct. 8-9. 
Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Show, Grand Junction, CO. Oct 
15-16. 
Sedona Gem & Mineral Club Annual Show, Sedona, AZ, Oct. 15-16. 
“Gold” Austin Gem & Mineral Society Annual Show, Austin, TX. Oct. 
21-23. For more show dates go to www.rockngem.com 
 

Floy Wash – Yellow Cat Field Trip 
 The annual multi-club no-host Rockhound 
Rendezvous Floy Wash Field Trip will be held on 
October 7-9th. Make plans now to join in the fun. 
Main Camp: East of Green River, UT on I-70, exit 
south on Ruby Ranch Road exit #173 (about 11 
miles). Follow the Ranch Road about 5.7 miles. 
Camp near the corral on the left. 
Yellow Cat Camp: East of Green River, UT on I-
70, exit on the Yellow Cat Road exit  #193. Head 
southeast for approximately 6.8 miles over 
relatively flat terrain. At that point the road will 
descent into a large valley. Camp is .8 mile beyond. 
Field trips will leave about 8 or 9 a.m. to hunt Floy 
Wash, Yellow Cat, Moab, Green River and other 
areas; weather permitting. Contact Roger Bush, 
801-388-8605 (cell) or 801-775-0147 (home) or 
email r.bush2033@comcast.net .  

October Field Trip – Old Copper Mine, Cuba 
 The October 22nd field trip will be to an old 
copper mine outside of Cuba. Arrangements have 
been made to allow us to drive directly to the mine 
and hunt for azurite, malachite, chrysocolla, and 
other goodies. We will rendezvous at Sonja’s 
restaurant in Bloomfield and leave at 7:00 AM 
sharp. Bring your own lunches, beverages, etc. For 
more information call DM at 334-4133. 

 
Larimar – a Rare Stone 

 Infinitely rarer than diamonds, Larimar, a 
unique blue variety of pectolite, is found in only one 
place on Earth – in the Caribbean nation of the 
Dominican Republic. It was first discovered in 1916 
by Father Miguel Domingo Fuertes Loren but his 
request for permission to explore and mine the blue 
rock was rejected and the stones lay hidden until 
1974. 
 At that time a Peace Corps volunteer, 
Norman Rilling, and Miguel Mendez rediscovered 
the stone on the beach in the coastal province of 
Barahona. Believing the stone came from the sea, 
Miguel took his young daughter’s name Larissa and 
the Spanish word for sea (mar) and formed 
Larimar. The stones were not from the sea 
however, they were in alluvial sediment, washed 
into the sea by the Bahoruco River. An upstream 
search revealed the in situ outcrops in the range. 
 Today the single mountainside site is now 
perforated with approximately 2,000 vertical shafts 
and miners looking for the blue stone, which is an 
acid silicate hydrate of calcium and sodium. 
Although pectolite is found in many locations, none 
have the unique volcanic blue coloration of Larimar.  

This blue color, distinct 
from other pectolites, is 
the result of cobalt 
substitution for calcium. 
Larimar’s coloration 
varies from white, light-
blue, green-blue to deep 

blue. Quality grading is 
according to coloration 
and the typical mineral 
crystal configuration of 

the stone. Larimar also comes in green and even 
with red spots, brown strikes, due to other matters 
and/or oxidation. But the more intense the blue and 
the contrasts in the stone, the higher and rarer is 
the quality. The blue color is photosensitive and 
fades with time if exposed to too much light and 
heat. 
 

Information for this article came from www.wikipedia.org 

Assyrian Diplomatic 
Tablet, 1000 BC. Photo © 

www.historicconnections. 
web.com  

Larimar specimen from 
the Dominican 
Republic. Photo © 
www.wikipedia.org  

http://www.rockngem.com/
mailto:r.bush2033@comcast.net
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
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Pyrite Cubes 
 Pyrite can occur in many forms – crystalline 
(cubic, octahedral, pyritohedral), granular, massive, 
globular or stalatcitic. Pyrite’s faces can sometimes 
be quite smooth, although they are often striated 
(marked with parallel lines). 

One of pyrites fascinating 
qualities is its ability to 
intergrow. The cubes in 
this image appear to have 
melded with each other 
without losing their 
individual form – and 
sometimes fantastic 
“chains” of intergrown 
cubes can be found. This 
quality is renowned with 
the pyrite cubes that 
come from Spain. The 
crystals from Ampliacion, 
a Victoria Mine, in 
Navajun, La Rioja, Spain 

are known for their striking, large intergrown crystal 
surface. 
 This mine has a fascinating history. In the 
1960s a miner named Pedro Ansorena Garret, 
discovered this deposit in a remote corner of La 
Rioja. Pedro, a trained miner and mineralogist for 
the Royal Asturian Mine Company, was looking for 
galena when he heard about the spectacular pyrite 
crystals. He knew the pyrite was an iron sulfide 
mineral and had little commercial value as a metal, 
but recognized that the crystals would be valued by 
collectors. The mine is located in a rather arid 
region not far from the Alcarama Mountains. It’s an 
area with some farming and cattle raising and a few 
villages.   
 Historically inhabitants of this area were 
attracted to the metallic stones found there. Pyrite 
pieces are found in mosaics in a nearby city. 
Stories of the past, told by residents, say that 
witches recommended the pyrite to cure throat and 
stomach aches. Crystals were called “pins” and 
“tangoes” and were used to bring rain. Women 
threw them over their shoulders to attract men. 
Shepherds used the sharp crystals in sling shots to 
kill wild animals. 
 Pedro developed the site and now his son 
operates the mine, conducts tours, tells about the 
history and arranges for collectors to dig through 
the matrix. Pedro’s son also attends and sells the 
amazing crystals at shows throughout the world, 
including the Tucson show. Larger crystals sell for 
up to $400-500. Three veins in this mine, together, 
average about 8 feet in thickness. There is an 

estimated one million tons of pyrite and marl 
making up the veins. Roughly 30-35 tons of the 
material is excavated each year. 
 

Information for this article came from “Pyrite Cubes by 
Ed Peterson, Central Iowa Mineral Society, Vol. 62, No. 
4, April 2011 and www.gemstonelist.com 

 
Extending the Life of your Diamond Wheels 

and Blades by Craig Moore - BHG&MC 
 You can get better cutting action out of 
diamond wheels and blades by changing the wear 
pattern on them. Simply take off the old wheel or 
blade and flip it around and remount it. 
 Large saws have a tendency to “break out.” 
They leave a little nub of material uncut at the end 
of each slab which passes by the right side of the 
blade, putting uneven wear on the blade. You can 
balance this out by flipping the blade around every 
once in a while. I have tried this trick with my small 
6-inch trim saw and didn’t notice any improvement. 
 Diamond wheels have a wear pattern. If the 
wheel isn’t worn out too bad, you will feel a 
noticeable improvement in the way it cuts when you 
flip it around. You will have an irregular gap 
between the wheels on a Genie because of the way 
the wheels are designed. It’s a small thing to have 
to live with compared to the cost of diamond 
wheels. Give these tips a try and keep your money 
in the bank a little while longer. 

Black Hawk Gem & Mineral Club (Lincoln, NE) 
Smoke Signals, February 2011 

 
Fossils by Theo Steinhauer 

 Fossils are remains of extinct animals and 
plants that have generally undergone some sort of 
mineralization, through the action of pressure and 
mineral water. Fossils are much more in evidence 
than some rockhounds realize. 
 Coal is formed of the remains of plans that 
lived in swamp forests. Limestone, often used as 
building stone, is the remains of extinct sea 
creatures. Dolomite is formed mostly of ocean 
shells. Amber, coral, chalk, oil and many other 
substances are fossils. 
 Occasionally, more spectacular fossils turn 
up, dinosaurs in North Dakota, frozen mammoths in 
Siberia and sloths in Florida are examples. But 
anyone can find fossils. For a beautiful miniature 
fossil try looking carefully at chalk, limestone or 
coal. 

San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society 
The Theo Chronicles 

 

Intergrown Pyrite 
Cubes on marl matrix. 
Photo © 
www.wikipedia.org  

http://www.gemstonelist.com/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
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Being a Active Part of our Society 
 Any society or group needs a lot of 
members playing an active role in order to make it 
successful. The San Juan County Gem & Mineral 
Society is no different; we need members to help 
out and to fill important roles. Our elections are in 
November. It might be helpful for you to know what 
duties and responsibilities are needed for our 
elected officers and Board of Directors. 
 The nine members of the Board of Directors 
are responsible for the government and policy 
making of the Society. The Board consists of four 
elected Board members who serve two year terms. 
The terms are served alternately, with two Board 
members elected annually, and two Board 
members retiring annually. This year the two Junior 
Board members who were elected last fall, JM and 
Jim Richardson will move up to become Senior 
Board members and two new Junior Board 
members will be elected. Board members attend 
meetings on the second Tuesday of the month. 
 The four elected Officers (President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer) are also 
members of the Board of Directors, in addition to 
the immediate Past President who serves a one-
year term beginning immediately after stepping 
down from office. 
 The duties and responsibilities of the 
elected members are as follows: 
 The President presides over all meetings of 
the Society and Board, and is an ex-officio member 
of all committees, except the Nomination 
Committee. The President, with approval of the 
Board and/or the general membership of the 
Society, appoints all committees and committee 
chairpersons to carry out the business of the 
Society. The standing committees are: Hospitality, 
Notification, Show, Newsletter, Program, Field Trip, 
Nomination, Recognition, Historian, and Librarian. 
 The Vice President exercises the powers 
and authority of the President in the absence or 
disability of the President. 
 The Secretary keeps a type-written record 
of all meetings of the Society and the Board, 
maintains all records of the Society and is prepared 
to furnish information of Society rulings when 
asked. 
 The Treasurer is responsible for 
safeguarding all funds, and the proper disburse-
ment of Society funds. The Treasurer presents a 
financial report of all accounts at the monthly 
business meeting, completes and files the annual 
Sate Corporation Commission Tax Report, and 
furnishes a list of dues paying member for the 
Secretary. 

 There are other ways to be active in our 
Society: Give a program or demonstration; write an 
article for the newsletter; provide refreshments for a 
meeting, Tailgate Party, Ice Cream Social or 
Christmas Party; prepare exhibits for competition at 
the Fair; work at, or prepare displays for, our show 
or the Fair; or help on a committee – Hospitality, 
Notification, Show, Field Trips, Recognition or 
Nomination.  
 Many thanks to Celeste Douthit, Teresa 
Penton and Janet Bell for volunteering for the 
Nomination Committee.  In any other way you can 
assist, please help to make our Society successful. 
Thanks!   
 

The Ten Commandments of Rock Collecting 
1. Thou shalt not touch thy 
neighbor’s rocks unless he 
places them in thy hands. 
2. Thou shalt not test the 
strength of crystals by 
squeezing, biting or pushing. 
3. Thou shalt not drop thy 
neighbor’s fossils, for many 

do not bounce properly. 
4. Thou shalt not place thy neighbor’s specimens in 
thine own pocket. 
5. Thou shalt not test thy neighbor’s agates by 
rubbing them together. 
6. Thou shalt not argue the name of a mineral 
violently, for sometimes thou could be wrong. 
7. Thou shalt not climb above a neighbor’s head on 
a field trip, lest thou are willing to dig him out. 
8. Thou shalt protect thine eyes, hands, and feet so 
they may enjoy many field trips with thee. 
9. Thou shalt not encroach upon thy neighbor’s 
diggings lest they neighbor’s hammer be dropped 
upon thee. 
10. Thou shalt not break “The Old Miner’s Rule.” 
“While a miner’s tools, equipment and personal 
belongings remain in or next to a digging, that is his 
spot until he relinquishes it.” 

Rockwood Gem & Mineral Society (St. Louis) 
Rockwood Rockhound News, Vol. 38, No. 1, Jan. 

2009 
 

 
The Classified Section… 
 Calvin Webb will hold a sale at his house 
Oct. 26-29, 8 AM to 7 PM. He will have a variety of 
rocks, including petrified wood, starting at $1 and 
up. He will provide more details at our next 
meeting.  
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From the Editor’s Corner… 
 We all have busy lives outside of our group. 
Often one of these outside lives plays a bigger role, 
such as an illness in a family, or a big vacation or 
reunion. I’ve been given a lot of responsibility at 
work right now and am going to be pretty busy for a 
while. However, it is good to know that when we 
can’t be as active as we would like, we can rely on 
others to keep things going well until we can 
become more active again. So, if you can be active, 
do it! Volunteer to help. Thanks! Rock on! 

CHRISTINE YOUNG 

 
The San Juan County Gem and Mineral Society 
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. at San Juan College (room to be announced). 
Visitors are welcome and encouraged. Yearly 
membership dues are $10 single and $15 family 
and are due in January of each year. 
 

The purpose of the Society is to promote the 
advancement of the Earth Sciences, including 
rocks, gem and mineral collecting and identification; 
to promote the Lapidary Arts, such as the cutting 
and polishing of gems and minerals, metal and 
silversmithing, and other allied handicrafts or 
hobbies; and to provide the means to display or 
exhibit specimens or materials. 
 

Articles may be reprinted from the Pick-Hammer 
News if credit is given to the author and to the 
original publication, unless the article is copyright 
protected. 

Officers for 2011: 

President………………..…..Roy Ray 505-320-3702 
Vice-President………………..……………Bill Calvert 
Secretary……………………………...…….DD Eicker 
Treasurer……………….....Mickie Calvert, 632-8288 
Past Board President…...…………….…Ken Jacobs 
Senior Board Member………………….….Doris Ray 
Senior Board Member [temporary]..Christine Young 
Junior Board Member…………............................JM 
Junior Board Member…………….…Jim Richardson 

Committees: 

Hospitality……………..………….Bernadette Cowart 
Notification………………………………….DD Eicker 
Show Co-Chairs.………………………Mickie Calvert 
                          ………………………Rhonda Martin 
     …..………………………..Doris Ray 
Newsletter Editor....…….Christine Young, 327-4224 
Program Co-Chairs…....Ed Kriegshauser, 327-7515 
         .………………...Christine Young 
Field Trip Chair.…………………………..…..…..DM 
Nominations………………………….Celeste Douthit 
Recognition…………………………….…...Doris Ray 

Application for Membership 
Dues: $10 Single - $15 Family (includes children under 18) 

 
Applicant’s Name___________________________ 
 
Spouse___________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
Telephone(s)______________________________ 
 
Email Address_____________________________ 
 
Children’s names (under 18) 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
Amount paid_____________Date______________ 
 
Signature_________________________________ 
(If this is a renewal, and your information is already 
on file, only the name, amount paid, date and 
signature are needed).  New members will need to 
fill out and bring the form to the next meeting or 
mail it to: 

SJCGMS, Inc. 
POB 1482 

Farmington, NM 87499 
 

         
 

 
 

 
 


