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DUES – Did your club receive the 08-08 dues 
letter?  The dues are due December 15.  If your 
club did not get the letter please call me at 316-
742-3746 or email me at 
gandpmaggard@wildblue.net.   
 
The old fiscal year has ended and a new one 
begun.  Financially, the federation is in good 
shape, with about $4,000 more coming in than 
going out in 07-08.  Interest income on our 
savings was very good, accounting for the 
surplus and covering some operating expenses.  
With interest rates headed way down we will not 
receive nearly as much interest income in 08-09 
but budget projections show that we will do 
better than break even financially.  Financial 
details are never published in the newsletter but 
financial statements were handed out to 
convention delegates in Tulsa in November.  If 
your club was unable to send a delegate but you 
would like to see a financial summary, please let 
me know and I will get you one. 

����������������������������	 ��Treasurer 

 
 
Dear Mineral Collecting Enthusiasts, 
 
    We have just posted the beginning of a 
Gallery of Mineral Art by young mineral artists 
(under 18 years of age).  Though still a relatively 
small gallery, we hope it will grow considerably 
in the coming months.  If you know of a young 
mineral artist that has something to contribute, 
please contact me or ask him/her to contact me.  
Artwork can be submitted by email or snail mail, 
whichever is best for the artist and his/her 
family.   
 
Please go to our homepage 
(www.diamonddanpublications.net).  At the 
bottom of the page is a link to the gallery.  
Enjoy!  There are some terrific young people out 
there who have a lot of talent and knowledge to 
share. 
 
Best wishes to all. 

���������	
���  

Diamond Dan Publications 
P.O. Box 143, Manchester, NY  14504 
585.278.3047 
diamonddan@rochester.rr.com 

Mini Miners Monthly  
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Enid Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. would like 
to recognize Billy and Lora Wood as special 
members in 2008. 

 
Although they have been members for 

less than three years they have been active. In 
Gulfport, Mississippi Billy was co-founder of 
Harrison County Gem and Mineral Society in the 
Southeast Federation and served as Show 
Chairman, Treasurer, Vice-president and 
President. They were flooded out at Gulfport and 
moved to Enid in 2006. 

 
IN 2007 Billy was elected as EGMS 

President and also served as Dealer Chairman. 
 
Lora Woods is serving as Show 

Chairman for our November 2008 EGMS Show 
and Billy is again Dealer Chairman. 

 
Billy is accomplished in making 

cabochons and finishing with wire wrap and he 
and Lora participate in shows and swaps with a 
booth. They went before the cameras at our local 
television station to promote our show and our 
Enid Gem and mineral Society.  

 
We are proud to nominate them for this 

award. 
 
Submitted by Frances Johnson 
      Editor, EGMS Hourglass News 

 
 

RMFMS Web Site 
              www.rmfms.org  
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By Phyllis George 
AFMS Webmaster Contest Chair 

 

It’s official—the AFMS Officers and Directors 
have just voted to create a Webmaster Contest on 
a three-year trial basis. Ike House (new president 
of the SCFMS) first started a Webmaster Contest 
within his region while he was the SCFMS 
Bulletin Aids Chair. Marty Hart, AFMS 
Webmaster, took the SCFMS Webmaster 
Contest judging sheet as a start, and he did an 
outstanding job of developing the documents that 
are now available for download on the AFMS 
Web site. The entry form, judging score sheets, 
and the score sheet guidelines will all be 
available on the AFMS Web site 
<http://www.amfed.org/> by the time you read 
this. 

I am assembling a Webmaster Contest 
Committee that will have one member from each 
regional federation, and that person should be 
knowledgeable about Web sites and webmasters. 
Dan Imel has already agreed to be the 
Committee member from the Eastern Federation. 
Marty Hart will be our advisor and mentor. I’m 
open to suggestions for committee members 
from the other regions. I hope many people will 
send in the names and e-mail addresses of 
webmasters whom they feel would be great on 
the committee. We will be lining up two contest 
judges from each region, but these judges will be 
judging entries outside their own region. So I 
also want suggestions from all over the U.S. for 
club webmasters who would do a great job of 
judging Web sites. 

Each Committee member is tasked with 
announcing the new contest to all the club 
webmasters in their regional federation and with 

sending out all the Webmaster Contest forms by 
e-mail. To participate in the contest, club 
webmasters need to fill out the entry form and 
return it to the Webmaster Contest Committee 
member from their region. The Committee 
members will send all the entrants’ Web site 
addresses to their two regional judges. When the 
completed judging forms come back, the 
Committee members will determine the regional 
winner and send that winning entry off to the 
two AFMS judges for evaluation. Since this 
contest is “on probation” so to speak for three 
years, the decision was made to have only one 
winner from each regional federation and one 
winner at the AFMS level during that time. 

This contest will run concurrently with the 
Bulletin Editors’ Contest—same due dates at the 
regional level for Webmaster Contest entries and 
the Bulletin Editors’ Contest entries. The 
regional judging results will be announced at the 
regional Bulletin Editors’ Contest. The AFMS 
judging results will be announced at the AFMS 
Bulletin Editor’s Breakfast. The AFMS schedule 
is as follows: 

By February 28, 2009.............AFMS Judges List  
is sent to all regional Webmaster Contest Judges  
 
March 31, 2009 ......................All regional entries 
forwarded to the AFMS contest are due to the 
two AFMS Judges. 
 
May 15, 2009 .........................All AFMS contest 
entries judged and the results returned to Phyllis 
George by the two AFMS judges. 
 
July 31–August 2, 2009 .........NFMS/AFMS 
joint Show & Convention in Billings, Montana. 
Results will be announced at the Bulletin 
Editors’ Breakfast. 
 
See page 4 for the entry form. 

 
 
Spread the word!  RMFMS Member Club 

newsletters can be published on the 
RMFMS Website.  You can find them at:   
http://www.rmfms.org/club_newsletters.htm  



                         Rocky Mountain Federation News –  December 2008                Page 4 of 10                             

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



                         Rocky Mountain Federation News –  December 2008                Page 5 of 10                             

 

�
 
 

The Colorado Springs  Mineralogical 
Society’s Pebble pups program is alive and 
strong after a hiatus of several years, and I as the 
leader, am proud to nominate Miss Khya Prewitt 
as our first ever AFMS Junior Rockhound of the 
Year. 

 
Khya was there at the first Pebble Pups 

meeting and continues faithful attendance and 
participation in the programs. She shared her 
specimens with a display in our Pebble Pups case 
at our June Show. She brings a friend to almost 
every meeting to introduce them to 
rockhounding. Khya submitted a specimen to the 
NASA Mars Program has received a certificate 
and has her specimen (rock #RATW08752) 
displayed on their website 
(http://marsprogram.jpl.nasa.gov/rockworld/). 
She is always ready and willing to assist me with 
the classroom presentation by passing out 
specimens and handouts, carrying the leftover 
material to my car, and tidying up the Pebble 
Pups room when we leave. 

 
Khya makes sure the younger Pups feel 

welcome and not afraid to participate in class. 
She proudly displays her FRA badges on her 
pebble Pups vest and has parepared a display for 
the upcoming RMFMS Show in November. 

 
Khya’s knowledge of rockhounding is 

growing as she does and I know geology will 
always be a part of her life. 
 
Submitted by: 
Steven Wade Veatch 
CSMS Pebble Pup and Junior Leader 
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Would you and fellow Club members like to take a 
virtual trip to Franklin, New Jersey and learn about 
fluorescent minerals?  The winner of the 2008 
AFMS Program Competition answers many 
questions about Franklin, NJ.  Andreas Rubin, a 
member of Miami Valley Mineral and Gem Club  
produced this entry which scored 95+ points on an 
objective scale, earning “First Place, with Highest 
Honors”.  
       
“Franklin, NJ – Fluorescent Mineral Capitol of the 
World” shows some of the minerals found there, a 
brief overview of the geology and history and in 
conclusion lists some online resources for more 
images and info.  A PowerPoint presentation, it 
will be transferred to DVD and VHS formats.  
Affiliate Clubs and their members can borrow this 
(and other) presentations from their Regional 
Program Library. 
    
CALL FOR ENTRIES:  Authors / producers of 
non-commercial slide, video or digital 
presentations are invited to participate in the 2009 
Program Competition.  Entrants must be members 
of an AFMS affiliate Society.  Winners receive a 
cash prize and national recognition.  RMFMS 
member clubs are automatically members of 
AFMS.   
 
Commercial presentations are eligible for AFMS 
"Excellence in Education" recognition award.   
Deadline for all submissions is April 15, 2009. 
Details, entry form and tips to improve 
presentations are available on AFMS website 
www.amfed.org  … OR contact your Regional 
Librarian, Nancy Hicks, email ronan10@aol.com 
or 918-371-2406, or Marge Collins, Program 
Competition Coordinator c/o margaret@qtm.net 
(QTM.net) or 3017 Niles-Buchanan Rd., Buchanan 
MI 49107 
 
The RMFMS submission deadline is March 15, 
2009.  Programs submitted to RMFMS will be sent 
to Marge Collins for the April 15 deadline.   
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To have your RMFMS member club sponsored event 
listed here, email editor Deanna Smith, at 
amd9090@msn.com. Include the following info: 
Show dates and times, Sponsor (Club), Show 
Location, Contact Name, phone number, email, and 
Club Web Site. You may include other info about 
your show if you wish, but this info will only be 
printed if space permits. 
 
ALL RMFMS CLUBS ARE ALSO ENCOURAGED 
TO REGISTER THEIR EVENT LISTINGS ON 
THE RMFMS WEBSITE AT: www.rmfms.org,  
Email your submissions to the Webmaster. 
 
December 5th, 6th, & 7th, 2008   El Paso, Texas 
El Paso Mineral and Gem Society’s show at 6331 
Alabama 
Hours: Fri. & Sat. 10 am to 6 pm, Sun. 10 am to 5 
pm. 
 
Featuring Gems, Minerals, Fossils, Beads, Silver 
Jewelry, Tools, Equipment, Geode Cutting, Silent 
Auction, Demos, Door Prizes.   Free Parking.  For 
info call "Gem Center USA" toll free # 1-877-533-
7153  or in El Paso 533-7153.   
e-mail: GemCenter@aol.com 
 
March 20-22, 2009,    Albuquerque, New Mexico    
Albuquerque 40th Annual Gem & Mineral 
In the Flower Bldg @ the Fairgrounds, San Pedro 
entrance.   
Hours:  Fri. & Sat. 10 am -  6 pm.; Sun. 10 am - 5 
pm.  Friday is $1.00 day.    Admission Sat & 
Sun. $3.00.  Children under 13  free with adult; 
Parking $ 4.00/day.  Minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads, 
See the Wolf, displays, etc.  
For info, please call Paul Hlava 505-255-5478 
 
May 1-3, 2009   McPherson, Kansas   
17th annual Mcpherson Gem & Mineral Club - Rock 
Sale & Swap Located at 4-H Fairgrounds. 
Free admission.  Hours: Fri/Sat 9-5 & Sun 10:30-3 .  
Hourly door prizes, free rock i.d., concession stand, 
displays & collections, kids’ spin-n-win.  For more 
info, contact Jim Nutter at (620) 241-2433 or Marvin 
Lundquist at (620) 241-7003. 

 
May 16th &17th, 2009  Cheyenne, Wyoming 
Saturday from 9:00 to 6:00 and Sunday from 
10:00 to 4:00.  Sponsored by the Cheyenne 
Mineral and Gem Society. It will be held at 
the American Legion Post 6, 2001 E. 
Lincolnway, Cheyenne, WY.  Show 
chairperson  Donna Durako  307-634-4229;  
bluebarite1@bresnan.net 
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Below is an update from Shirley Leeson, AFMS 
President, that was provided by John Martin, 
AFMS Conservation & Legislation, on the latest 
updates to HR 554. 
  
It is vital that we all get involved on this issue 
- our hobby will be forever changed if this Bill is 
passed by the House in January 2009.  Please 
contact your Congressman immediately (or 
again!) to include the suggested changes.  We as 
voters have leverage and an opportunity to make 
a difference during this election season.  Don't 
wait to make your voice heard! 
  
Sincerely, 
Betty Cain, Editor of  CSMS Pick&Pack 
………………………………………………………… 
Please read the below message carefully.  If this 
bill passes the House of Representatives (it's 
already passed the Senate) it could close off all 
public lands to collecting of anything.  What will 
this do to your field trips?  Contact your 
Representative and ask them to vote no or at 
least make the changes below.  Act now.  They 
will go back into session in Mid-November after 
elections, we have been told this session could 
mean that all wilderness bills and the paleo bill 
H554 will be passed in a lump. 
 
We need you to ask your club members to call 
their House  Representative immediately.   
  
Shirley Leeson,  AFMS President 
(continued on page 7) 
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To all Rockhounds, Pebble Pups and Fossil 
Collectors,  it looks like we still have time to act on 
this legislative process. It is not too late.  
 
Section 5 below needs to include this or a 
similar statement. (This is my opinion and not a legal 
statement.)  
 
Authorizes the Secretary to allow casual collecting of 
a reasonable amount of common invertebrate, plant 
and nondescript and insignificant 
vertebrate paleontological resources for non-
commercial personal uses without a permit on certain 
federal lands.  
When you contact your elected officials try using 
the below logic and statements in your argument and 
discussions and encourage them to vote no on the bill 
as written.  
 
We all realize that finds like Sue or other whole 
skeletons should be preserved for scientific study and 
not be broken up and sold in pieces or transported to 
other countries. However small or single pieces of 
nondescript and insignificant 
vertebrate paleontological resources collected by 
rockhounds and amateur fossil collectors should be 
allowed and not be a federal felony crime.  
 
Section 9 below will allow for the confiscation of 
your vehicle, trailer or motor home and all material in 
your possession if you are caught with any vertebrate 
fossils.  It will be up to you, if caught, to prove that 
the fossils were found on private land and not on 
federal land. 
It looks like we still have time to act on this 
legislative process. It is not too late, yet! 
 
John Martin 
CFMS PLAC South/AFMS Conservation & 
Legislation 
Palmdale Gem and Mineral Club 
pgmc@antelecom.net 
smartin@antelecom.net 

 
H.R.554 Latest Update and Information 
Title:  To provide for the protection of 
paleontological resources on Federal lands, and for 
other purposes.  

(Sec. 5) Prohibits a person from collecting a 
paleontological resource from federal land without a 
permit issued under this Act. Authorizes the 
Secretary to allow casual collecting of a reasonable 
amount of common invertebrate and plant 
paleontological resources for non-commercial 
personal uses without a permit on certain federal 
lands. Recognizes as valid permits issued before 
enactment of this Act. Sets forth criteria by which the 
Secretary may issue permits for paleontological 
resources. Requires that any paleontological resource 
and associated records collected under a permit be 
deposited in an approved repository. Allows the 
Secretary to modify, suspend, or revoke a permit 
under specified circumstances, including if there is a 
violation of a term or a condition of a permit. 
Declares that a permit shall be revoked if any person 
working under the authority of the permit is 
convicted of a criminal offense under this Act or 
assessed a civil penalty under this Act.  
 
(Sec. 7) Prohibits: (1) evacuating, removing, or 
altering a paleontological resource located on federal 
lands, except in accordance with this Act; (2) 
exchanging or receiving a paleontological resource, 
or selling or purchasing a paleontological resource, if 
the person knew or should have known such resource 
was illegally removed from federal lands; or (3) 
making or submitting false records, accounts, or 
identification of any paleontological resource 
excavated or removed from federal lands. Imposes 
criminal penalties for violating this Act.  
 
(Sec. 9) Allows the Secretary to pay a reward from 
penalties collected under this Act to any person who 
furnishes information leading to the finding of a civil 
violation, or the conviction of criminal violation, with 
respect to which the penalty was paid. Subjects to 
civil or, as appropriate, criminal forfeiture all 
paleontological resources with respect to which a 
violation occurred and all vehicles and equipment 
that were used in connection with the violation. 
Allows the Secretary to transfer administration of 
seized paleontological resources to educational 
institutions for scientific or educational purposes.  
(Sec. 10) Requires that information on the nature and 
specific location of a paleontological resource that 
requires a permit under this Act or other federal law 
be withheld from the public, including under the 
Freedom of Information Act, except under specified 
conditions.  
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Submitted by Linda Jaeger, 

AFMS Club Publications Chm. 
 
IX. New Editors (8 entries) 
 1. Rockhound Rambling, Mary Polacek, Editor. 
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, Ventura, CA  (CFMS) 
 2. Rock Writings, Jeanne Boone, Editor. 
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society, Nevada City, CA  
(CFMS) 
 3. The Collecting Bag, Alan McCleaf & 
Suzanne Hedderly, Editors 
Richmond Gem & Mineral Society, Richmond, VA  
(EFMLS) 
 4. Skagit Gems, Kate McKinney, Editor. Skagit 
Rock & Gem Club, Mt. Vernon, WA  (NFMS) 
 5. Chips & Chatter, Anita Dresner, Editor. 
Pleasant Oaks Gem & Mineral Club of Dallas, Richardson, 
TX  (SCFMS) 
 6. The Hound’s Tale, Paula Truitt, Editor 
Arlington Gem & Mineral Club, Arlington, TX  (SCFMS) 
 7. The Rockytier, Rhonda Taylor, Editor 
Lubbock Gem & Mineral Society, Lubbock, TX  (SCFMS) 
 8. Rock-A-Teer, Dana James, Editor 
Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral Club, Puyallup, WA  
(NFMS) 
 
X. Mini Bulletins (7 entries) 
 1. Lowcountry Diggings, Mark Easterbrook, 
Editor.  Lowcountry Gem & Mineral Society, Charleston, 
SC  (SFMS) 
 2. Greater Cincinnati Lapidary and Faceting 
Society Newsletter, Jim & Judy Budnik, Editors 
Greater Cincinnati Lapidary & Faceting Society, 
Cincinnati, OH  (MWF) 
 3. The Nugget, Sandra J. Grych, Editor 
North Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society, Mathiston, MS  
(SFMS) 
 4. The Rock Tablet, Randy & Sandra Phillips, 
Editors.  Neville Public Museum Geology Club, Green 
Bay, WI  (MWF) 
 5. Nuggets & Pebbles, Liz Williams, Editor 
Sweet Home Rock & Mineral Society, Lebanon, OR  
(NFMS) 
 6. Fredericksburg Rockhounds News, Bill & 
Cheryl Wildfong, Editors.  Fredericksburg Rockhounds, 
Fredericksburg, TX  (SCFMS) 
 7. A Stone’s Throw, Dick Wendel, Editor 
The Bozeman Gem & Mineral Club, Bozeman, MT  
(NFMS) 
 
 
 

XI. Small Bulletins, Top 10 
 1. West Seattle Petroglyphs, Mike Wall, Editor  
West Seattle Rock Club, Seattle, WA  (NFMS) 
 2. Crack ‘N Cab, Loren Patterson, Editor 
Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse, Syracuse, NY  
(EFMLS) 
 3. The Shin-Skinner News, Joy Bourne, Editor 
Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club, Sayre, PA  (EFMLS) 
 4. The Stone Chipper, Laura & David Dow, 
Editors. Austin Gem & Mineral Society, Austin, TX  
(SCFMS) 
 5. High Country Gleamings, Margaret Johnson, 
Editor.  Henderson County Gem & Mineral Society, 
Hendersonville, NC  (SFMS) 
 6. Boulder Bouncer, Anna Denton, Editor 
East Alabama Gem & Mineral Society, Opelika, AL  
(SFMS) 
 7. Chipper’s Chatter, Rebecca Kays, Editor 
Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society, Baltimore, MD  
(EFMLS) 
 8. Snoopy Gems, John & Billie Wright, Editors  
Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society, Ocean 
Springs, MS  (SFMS) 
 9. Mineral Minutes, Georgia Olmstead, Editor 
Mineralogical Society of District of Columbia, Arlington, 
VA  (EFMLS) 
 10. Napa Gems, Jennifer Haley, Editor 
Napa Valley Rock & Gem Club, Napa, CA  (CFMS) 
 
XIII. Large Bulletins, Top 10 
 1. The Pegmatite, Anne Schafer, Editor 
San Diego Mineral & Gem Society, San Diego, CA  
(CFMS) 
 2. Gem Cutter News, Carolyn Weinberger, 
Editor. Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD  
(EFMLS) 
 3. Pick & Pack,  Betty Cain, Editor 
Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, Colorado 
Springs, CO  (RMFMS) 
 4. The Matrix,  Kris Jarusevicius, Editor 
Sacramento Mineral Society, Sacramento, CA  (CFMS) 
 5. The Mountain Gem, Linda Behr, Editor  
The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Franklin, 
NC  (SFMS) 
 6. Hy Grader, Beth Heesacker, Editor 
Tualatin Valley Gem Club, Forest Grove, OR  (NFMS) 
 7. Pebbles, Shawn van der Putten, Editor 
Everett Rock & Gem Club, Everett, WA  (NFMS) 
 8. Rocky Echoes, James A. Monk, Editor 
Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society, Jackson, MS  
(EFMLS) 
 9.  Tips and Trips,  Tom Batcha, Editor 
The Georgia Mineral Society, Atlanta, GA  (SFMS) 
 10. The Lithnics,  Tom Kottyan, Editor  
The Richland Lithic and Lapidary Society, Mansfield, OH  
(MWF) 
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