
  
The official publication of the Rocky Mountain Fede ration of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.  The RMFMS is a regional member of the 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, inc .  The Rocky Mountain Federation News is issued ten  times a year (except June or 
July).  It is a privilege of membership of the RMFM S and cannot be exchanged by the editor for individ ual club newsletters from other 
regional federations. 

 

What’s in this issue…. 
RMFMS President’s Message 
RMFMS Treasurer Report 
Info on Wyoming Field Trip in July 
Tips for Editors Column 
Shows & More 
Hosting a Federation Show 
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Hope everyone has made it well through the 
holidays.  It is time to start the new year on the run. 
     
I want to thank Yonis on his work with the 
Farmington, Durango and Grand Junction clubs, and 
Debbie Leschner with the Prescott club for near 
future convention sites.  By the time you read this I 
hope to have had emergency meetings with the 
executive committee and the House of 
Delegates(phone or E-mail) on the selection of the 
site for the 2009 convention as well as sites for the 
next five years to be voted on at that convention.  Be 
sure to have your list of officers and contacts updated 
with the federation so they can be properly contacted. 
      
At the House of Delegates meeting at Tulsa I 
hesitantly stated with the reluctant approval of our 
new Credentials Committee that we had a quorum 
when in fact we did not.  The committee did not 
receive complete training prior to the convention.  
Errors were discovered when the Credentials 
Committee reviewed the Articles of Incorporation and 
the By-Laws prior to turning over the delegates' 
paperwork to the Historian.  Some, but not all, proxy 
forms were properly signed by local clubs prior to the 
House of Delegates meeting as were required by the 
By-Laws and Ops.  At the meeting I was not 
completely sure of the legality of all of the proxies.  I 
have now confirmed that there was no quorum.  

Since we have By-Laws and Ops that were confirmed 
and approved by previous House of Delegates, we 
need to abide by them.  State Directors and 
individuals who are members of multiple clubs cannot 
assume that they have the delegate representation 
for other clubs without having proper proxy 
paperwork prior to the convention.  Otherwise all 
State Directors and/or individuals of multiple clubs 
could assume representation of all their respective 
clubs (6 for individuals) and basically negate the 
purpose of the House of Delegates.   
 
Yes, there was some excellent items that were 
presented, but these can be taken care of as 
required.  Bottom line is no business was legally 
conducted, and no officers were elected.  This means 
that it is imperative that if you want the RMFMS to 
continue to function, all clubs must participate to the 
fullest of their capability to include, but not limited to, 
sending delegates or proxies to the RMFMS 
Convention to voice your club's wishes, ideas, 
opinions, requests for assistance, etc.    
    
              To the federation and fellow clubs: 
            
This is not just a federation of officers and 
committees, but a federation of individual clubs 
working together as a whole to promote and protect 
the rights of rockhounding and education in the earth 
sciences.  
    
I want to congratulate the Federation that we have 
increased our membership by about 600 new 
members.  Some clubs have increased more than 
others such as Colorado Springs, but everyone keep 
up the good work. 

 

RMFMS Web Site 
www.rmfms.org  
 
Spread the word!  RMFMS Member Club 
newsletters can be published on the 
RMFMS Website.  You can find them at:   
http://www.rmfms.org/club_newsletters.htm  
 



                         Rocky Mountain Federation News –  January 2009                Page 2 of 10                             

 

Publications 
Editor 
Deanna Smith 
19480 E. Spencer Street 
Black Canyon City, AZ  85324 
623-374-9090 
amd9090@msn.com 
 
Distribution 
Sharon DePuy 
22751 C.R.G 
Cortez CO 81321-9593 
970-565-6528    msdepuy@fone.net 
 
Change of Address 
Connie Bishop 
1105 Glenwood St 
Bloomfield NM 87413-6437 
505-632-2837 
cbishop@infoway.lib.nm.us 
 
Subscriptions 
Gene Maggard, Treasurer 
8318 SE Highway 77 
Leon KS 67076-9026 
316-742-3746 
gandpmaggard@wildblue.net 
 
Rates 
$3.50 a year for the Rocky Mountain Federation 
News only 
$7.75 a year for both the Rocky 
Mountain Federation News and 
the RMFMS Directory 
 
Directory Only 
$5.00 - Order directly from: 
Supplies Chair 
Richard Goodnough 
912 Otero 
Dodge City KS 67801 
620-225-0101 
rockhound3@cox.net 
 
DEADLINE 
Deadline for submissions to the bulletin 
is the first day of the month prior 
to the publication date, i.e., the 
deadline for February is January 1st. 
 
 

�
�

Dues – Last call for dues.  The due date was Dec. 15 
and most clubs have sent in their dues and reports, 
but not all.  Final notices have been sent out.  If your 
club has not sent in your report and dues yet, you 
must send them in within the next couple of weeks in 
order to get into the 2008-09 directory. 
 
The 2008-09 budget was approved at the Tulsa 
convention.  The budget projects total revenues of 
about $27,000 and expenses of about $26,600.  We 
have had a budget surplus each year of several 
thousand dollars.  The budget is projected to be near 
break even this year for several reasons.  We are 
expecting a show expense about $1,500 above 
normal because we need to buy trophies, which are 
bought in volume every several years in order to get  
discount pricing.  Interest income is down about 
$3,000 because of lower interest rates.  The 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies has 
raised their dues from 50 to 75 cents per person, a 
50% increase, payable in January.   
 
We may need to increase RMF dues next year to 
compensate for the increased AMFMS dues.  Our 
dues are currently $1.50/member and I anticipate 
proposing that we increase them in fiscal year 2009-
10 to $1.75.  We will need to see how the 2009-10 
budget projections look before making a specific 
recommendation. 
 
Eliminating the current 50-50 profit share 
requirement for convention host clubs, was 
extensively discussed at the convention meetings.  
While delegates finally voted to suspend the profit 
share for two years,  we later found out that we did 
not have a valid quorum, so all votes were void.  I am 
hoping that the executive committee can take quick 
action on this item on an emergency basis.  We are 
having trouble finding clubs to host the convention 
and I believe that it may be because of the onerous 
profit share requirement.     
 
As always, let me know of any comment or feedback 
on the treasurer report. 
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Do you have your 2009 calendar yet?  If you do, 
please mark July 12th as a tentative arrival date 
in Kemmerer, Wyoming.   
 
The members of the White Mountain Gem and 
Mineral Club in Show Low, Arizona were treated 
to a presentation by George Putnam of Creative 
Creations (website www.wyomingfossils.com) of 
different minerals and fish fossils that are in the 
Kemmerer area.  As a result of this presentation, 
they are planning a Wyoming field trip and are 
inviting all interested rockhounds to join them.   
 
This is a fee trip and the cost is $60.00 per 
person/per event.  Each location is an ‘event’.  
This week long field trip may have several 
‘events’ per day. George has the claim on the 
Green River quarry for fish fossils, and has, or is 
in the processing of obtaining, the claims on 
most others of his locations/events.  All sites are 
within a 60 mile radius from Kemmerer. 

 
            Picture of Green River quarry 
 
They are coordinating with George on 
rockhounding for Cedar Ridge or Cadillac Ridge 
Agate-after the agate weathers out of the host 
rock, it becomes Sweetwater Agate.  In either 
form, it fluoresces brilliant shades of green 
under UV light.  Other trips planned will include 
Wyoming Blizzard Rock, a unique geo-thermo 
formation of druze quartz, a trip for Jade Slicks, 
Blue Forest Petrified Wood, gold panning, and 
George’s specialty, fish fossils (and star crinoids 
and clams).  In the quarry, he will show us how 
to mine the slabs, split them in hopes of finding 
a perfectly formed ancient fish fossil, and then 

show how to preserve them.  He does reserve 
the right to retain any rare fossils that you might 
find, but will give the finder a 10% finders fee at 
the time they are sold. 
 
Children and pets are ok.  Pets must be leashed 
at the Green River quarry.  Hotel info can be 
found at this website:  www.fossilsafari.com.  
Most sites are at 7000’ (the jade is at 5000’) so 
temps should be in the 80’s.  Several locations 
will require 4WD (star crinoids & Blizzard Rock), 
so some carpooling may be necessary. 
 
If you are interested in this field trip, give Eunice 
McQuiston of the White Mountain Gem & 
Mineral Club a call at (928) 536-7209.  They 
need an RSVP by mid January in order to get a 
head count before the trip and make 
reservations.   

 
 

Picture courtesy of Richard Jaeger 

 
From left to right: Ron Carman (past AFMS President), 
James Mercier, president of the Austin, TX club, Stan 
Nowak, president of the RMFMS, and Carol Holman, 
secretary of the RMFMS.  Taken during auction at the  
Rollin' Rock Club meeting Sunday morning, Nov. 9th.   
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If you have a question (or suggestion) about 
editing or writing or the bulletin contest or 
something related, send it to me by email: 
LjgrAlg@aol.com   or at home address: 3515 E. 
88th St., Tulsa, OK  74137.  If I cannot find an 
answer to your question, we’ll publish the 
question and ask the readers for their answers. 
 
CONTEST TIME AGAIN?!!! 
How time flies! By the time you read this you 
should have received RMFMS contest materials 
in the mail.  This year the entry forms are the 
actual score sheets  – you will simply fill-in the 
top portion of each, attach it to its entry, and mail 
it all to me.  
 
You also have the option of downloading the 
score sheets/entry forms as fillable forms from 
the RMFMS web site, www.rmfms.org . You can 
then fill-in the top portion on your computer, print 
the score sheet/entry form,  make a copy for 
yourself, attach the filled-in form to its entry, and 
mail the entries with their score sheets to me! 
 
Please notice  we have two new categories, 
Written Features  and Drawn Features . 
Descriptions are included with the contest 
materials, both in hard copy form and online. 
There is also a change in the size of bulletins for 
the Mini Bulletin (6 pages or less)  and the 
Small Bulletin (7 to 11 pages)  categories. 
 
Important dates : All entries are due to me by 
January 15, 2009 . Awards will be presented at 
the Breakfast with the Editors during the 2009 
RMFMS Show, which has not yet found a home, 
although I’ve heard arrangements are “in the 
works.”  So if you haven’t looked through your 
bulletins from 2008 for contest entries yet, find a 
comfy chair, get a cup of hot chocolate, grab 
your reading glasses, and enjoy looking at your 
work (and your authors’ works) from this last 
year. 

By the way , RMFMS had a number of 
Honorable Mentions in the 2008 AFMS Bulletin 
Editor’s Contest. They are: 
 
Small Bulletins 
-Carole Ann Griffin, Editor, McCurtain Gem & 
Mineral Newsletter, McCurtain County Gem & 
Mineral Club, Idabel, OK 
-Barry Knapp/Dennis Gertenbach, Editors, 
Flatirons Facets, Flatirons Mineral Club, 
Boulder, CO 
-Karen Murphy/Tim O'Donnell, Editors, Beacon, 
Grant County Rolling Stones Gem & Mineral 
Society, Silver City, NM 
 
Adult Articles 
-"Another One Bites the Dust -- Farewell to Tall 
Chief Cove" by Virgil G. Richards, Tulsa Rock & 
Mineral Society, Tulsa, OK 
-"Diamonds" by Chris Fite, Tulsa Rock & Mineral 
Society, Tulsa, OK 
 
Adult Articles Advanced 
-"What's a Holectypus?" by Doris Perkins, 
McCurtain County Gem & Mineral Club, Idabel, OK 
 
Thanks to all of you who edit and all who write 
for your clubs. Good communication is key, and 
that means you are key ! 
 
(Clip art above from Discovery Channel School Image Gallery, 
� 2003. Permission to use for educational publications granted.) 

 
 

Picture of Linda Jaeger (L) and Shirley Leeson (R.), AFMS 
immediate past president, at the Editor’s Breakfast at the 

RMFMS Tulsa Convention and Show, 2008.  Picture 
courtesy of Dale Watts. 
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                                     By Phyllis George 
                     Webmasters Contest Chair 

We are working at a feverish pace to get this 
new contest up and running. The Webmasters 
Contest Committee Members (one for each 
regional federation) are in place, and they will be 
running the Webmasters Contest for their 
regional federation. The Committee Members 
receive the entries, they forward the entries to 
the judges for that region, they receive from the 
judges the completed score sheets, and they 
rank the results and award the first-place plaque 
and the certificates (places one through ten and 
honorable mention) at the Bulletin Editors’ 
Breakfast at their regional federation’s annual 
show. The first-place entry is forwarded to the 
AFMS level for judging. Currently the Committee 
Members are notifying webmasters in their 
region and the regional newsletter editor about 
contest details, the due date for entries, and of 
the schedule for their regional contest. 

Members of the Webmasters Contest 
Committee  are as follows: 

California Federation (CFMS)  
Merryan O’Neill mvoneill@comcast.net 
 
Eastern Federation (EFMS)  
Dan Imel lapidry@aol.com 
 
Midwest Federation (MWFMGS)   
Cindy Root d-root@sbcglobal.net 
 
Northwest Federation (NFMS)  
Cheri George lizardwoman3@yahoo.com 
 
Rocky Mountain Federation (RMFMS)  
Jim McGarvey    degarbey@wyoming.com 
 
South Central Federation (SCFMS)  
Don Shurtz don.shurtz@gmail.com 
 
Southeast Federation (SFMS)  
Jim Flora jimflora@alltel.net 

Contact the Committee Member for your region 
for info on the contest and the deadlines. This 
info varies by region according to when their 
annual show is scheduled. Webmasters wishing 
to enter their Web sites into the contest should 
download from the AFMS Web site (or from their 
regional federation’s Web site) the contest 
Guidelines , the Entry Form , and the Score 
Sheet  form. These are in PDF format, and they 
can be opened with Adobe Acrobat Reader®. 
Free Acrobat Reader software is available at 
http://www.adobe.com/products/reader/. The 
contest info on the AFMS Web site is at 
http://www.amfed.org/web/webmasters_contest.
htm. 

To enter the contest, the webmaster needs to fill 
out the Entry Form completely and fill out the 
info requested in the top part of the Score sheet. 
These forms can be filled-in on your computer 
and saved to your hard drive. Note: You need 
Acrobat Reader version 8 or later to be able to 
save the forms to your hard drive once you fill 
them in. Send the two completed forms as 
e-mail attachments to your regional Committee 
Member before the due date in your region. 

My plan is to have two judges for each regional 
competition and for the AFMS level (their scores 
for each contestant would be averaged) for a 
total of 16 judges. This is a very ambitious goal, 
but it would ensure that no judge has an 
overload and that they don’t judges entries in 
their own region. So far I have five judges. I 
know there are lots of webmasters out there who 
would make outstanding, thoughtful, and 
responsible judges. 

If you are a current (or former) webmaster or are 
very Web site-savvy, please help make the 
contest a success by volunteering a little of your 
time to act as a judge. Read the Guidelines to 
see what the judges will be looking for on the 
sites that they judge, and contact me at 
pgeorge4@comcast.net to be part of our 
contest. 

 

 
See page 7 for the AFMS Webmaster 
Contest Entry Form. 
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One program is supposed to be entered this year - 
will yours be another entry? 
 
Remember the deadline is March 15.  Send your 
programs to Nancy Hicks, 10022 E 135th St N, 
Collinsville, OK 74021.  
 
Program Library - The library is used by a number 
of clubs using slide programs, videos, DVDs for 
club meetings, small group teaching, and individual 
teaching.  A lot of good material is included in the 
Library content.   
 
Marie Wester is the Program Mailer.  She is 
amazed at how many club members she meets  do 
not know about the Program Library or the 
RMFMS Directory.  So please talk about it at your 
meetings, and take the Listing and the Directory to 
club meetings so others can look at them and find 
out about all the info available.  Also share the 
Newsletters with club members who may not know 
about them, either.  Those are 3 advantages in 
belonging to RMFMS which club members need to 
know about.   
 
A subject index was mailed to each club a couple 
years ago.  The current index is now on the 
RMFMS website.  Or you can request a printed 
copy from Nancy Hicks.   
 
New DVDs have been added since the Library 
Listing was mailed to each club in February, and 
they are listed on the website, as well as below: 

 
DVD  for  DVD  players 

                                   
425. Bead Basics, Part 1.  Tools, Materials and 

Explanations.  By Lesley Mousette.  
Purchased from Rio Grande. 

 
426. Bead Basics, Part 2.  Stringing Techniques.   

 
427. Bead Basics, Part 3 .  Loom and off-loom bead     
          weaving.   

  

428.  Introduction to Lost-Wax Casting.  45 
minutes.  Complete introduction, explains concepts 
and helpful techniques for investing, burning out, 
melting and casting.  Tips and troubleshooting.  
Purchased from Rio Grande.  Same as 897 
 
429.   Delft Clay Casting .  24 minutes.  Purchased 
from Rio Grande.  Same as 974. 
 
430.   Faceting a Brilliant.  90 minutes.  About the 
whole process of faceting.  Joe Rubin of Ultra Tec.  
Purchased from Rio Grande 
 
431.   Meetpoint Faceting.  Joe Rubin teaches the 
technique from rough to final polishing.  Purchased 
from Rio Grande.   
  
432.  Wire Wrap.  30 minutes.  Lesley Moussette   
New designs & techniques like making a nub, linking, 
teardrops & briolettes.   Purchased from Rio Grande.   
 
433.  The Complete Metalsmith.  70 minutes.  Tim 
McCreight.  Major elements of joining, cutting, 
working with metal and surface techniques.  Same as 
849.  Purchased from Rio Grande. 
 
434.  PMC Basics.  60 minutes.  By Tim McCreight.  
Basic tools, setting stones, molds to golds.  
Purchased from Rio Grande. 
 
435.  Russian Filigree.  150 minutes.  Victoria 
Lansford.  Metal techniques of Bronze Age Masters.  
Purchased from Rio Grande. 
 
436.  Hand Woven Chains.  45 minutes.  Felicia 
Liban.  Loop-in-loop variations, herecles’ knot, 
sailor’s knot, bird’s nest, flatmesh.  Purchased from 
Rio Grande. 
 
437.  The Privileged Planet.  60 minutes.  Many 
facts about our planet.  Purchased from Illustra Media.   
 
438.  Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution 1.   
“ Have you ever wondered can creatures produce fire 
to defend themselves?”   And more questions 
answered.  Purchased from Illustra Media.  
 
439.  Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution 2.   
“ Have you ever wondered how birds can fly over 
oceans and never get lost”  And more questions 
answered.  Purchased from Illustra Media.  
 
440.  Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution 3.   
“Have you ever wondered what kind of bird can kill a 
lion with a single kick?    And more questions 
answered.  Purchased from Illustra Media.  
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To have your RMFMS member club sponsored event 
listed here, email editor Deanna Smith, at 
amd9090@msn.com. Include the following info: 
Show dates and times, Sponsor (Club), Show 
Location, Contact Name, phone number, email, and 
Club Web Site. You may include other info about 
your show if you wish, but this info will only be 
printed if space permits. 
 
ALL RMFMS CLUBS ARE ALSO ENCOURAGED 
TO REGISTER THEIR EVENT LISTINGS ON 
THE RMFMS WEBSITE AT: www.rmfms.org,  
Email your submissions to the Webmaster. 
 
March 20-22, 2009,    Albuquerque, New Mexico    
Albuquerque 40th Annual Gem & Mineral 
In the Flower Bldg @ the Fairgrounds, San Pedro 
entrance.   
Hours:  Fri. & Sat. 10 am -  6 pm.; Sun. 10 am - 5 
pm.  Friday is $1.00 day.    Admission Sat & 
Sun. $3.00.  Children under 13  free with adult; 
Parking $ 4.00/day.  Minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads, 
See the Wolf, displays, etc.  
For info, please call Paul Hlava 505-255-5478 
 
May 1-3, 2009   McPherson, Kansas   
17th annual Mcpherson Gem & Mineral Club - Rock 
Sale & Swap Located at 4-H Fairgrounds. 
Free admission.  Hours: Fri/Sat 9-5 & Sun 10:30-3 .  
Hourly door prizes, free rock i.d., concession stand, 
displays & collections, kids’ spin-n-win.  For more 
info, contact Jim Nutter at (620) 241-2433 or Marvin 
Lundquist at (620) 241-7003. 
 
May 16th &17th, 2009  Cheyenne, Wyoming 
Saturday from 9:00 to 6:00 and Sunday from 
10:00 to 4:00.  Sponsored by the Cheyenne 
Mineral and Gem Society. It will be held at 
the American Legion Post 6, 2001 E. 
Lincolnway, Cheyenne, WY.  Show 
chairperson  Donna Durako  307-634-4229;  
bluebarite1@bresnan.net 
 
 
 

Photos from the Tulsa RMFMS Convention, 
courtesy of Dale Watts. Thanks to Richard 
Jaeger for identifying who’s who in the pictures. 

 
RMFMS Past President Group – from left: 
Richard Jaeger, Louellen Montgomery, Ruby 
Lingelbach, Howie Whiting, Richard Goodnough,  
Walt Wells, Dan Lingelbach, and Robert Carlson. 

 
Roger Burkhalter (RMFMS Uniform Rules Chair) 
and DeLane Cox (RMFMS Credentials Chair) 

 
 
Wayne Cox (camera), Max Burkhalter (RMFMS 
Stationery/Trophy Chair, Arlene Burkhalter (RMFMS 
Insurance Chair), and Marvin Lundquist (Kansas 
State Director) 
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