
Tri-Federation Rockhound Rendezvous and Field Trip
May 21 – 26, 2008

Texas Springs, Nevada
The Northwest, Rocky Mountain and California Federations of Mineralogical Societies
are hosting a Tri-Federation Rockhound Rendezvous and Field Trip to Texas Springs, NV, over Memorial
Day  Weekend  2008  and  all  AFMS members  are  invited.   The  Texas  Springs  area  is  well  known  for
spectacular pink agate limb casts, as well as, other agate and petrified wood.  Texas Springs Canyon is
located approximately 25 miles southeast of the town of Jackpot in the northeast corner of Nevada.  In
addition to the collecting trips we will  have potluck dinners, happy hours, speakers, evening campfires,
tailgate displays, map exchange, and a great rockhound get-together.  

Directions:  The Texas Springs area is located about half way between Wells, NV and Twin Falls, ID, south
of Jackpot, NV, and east of Hwy 93.  From the south, take I-80 to Wells and go north on Hwy 93.  From the
north take Hwy 93 south out of Twin Falls.  About 2.5 miles south of Jackpot turn east on to the California
National Historic Trail and follow the orange plates to camp.  

Camp:  Our camp will be located about 6 miles from Hwy 93 on Trout Creek.  Roads to campgrounds and
collecting sites are typical desert roads.  OK for motorhomes and trailers to campgrounds.  This is a dry
camping area: no services, no hook-ups.  We will set up camp starting Tuesday afternoon, May 20th.  Please
try not to arrive before Wednesday, May 21st; this is due to our BLM camp permit.  

Schedule:   
Wednesday, May 21 Arrive at camp.
Thursday, May 22 Daily Field Trips

Welcome potluck dinner and get together
Friday, May 23 Daily Field Trips

Tailgate displays
Saturday, May 24 Daily Field Trips

Tailgate displays
All Rendezvous Potluck Dinner

Sunday, May 25 Daily Field Trips
Monday, May 26 Break camp to head for home or other adventures

Plan on several potluck dinners, and daily happy hours.  Bring firewood for evening campfires.  We plan on
having a good time and collecting some good material.  

Please notify your respective Federation leader early, but no later than May 16, if you plan to attend.  E-mail
(or call) if you have questions or need more information.  This will be a great opportunity for rockhounds
from all over the west to meet one another, to share stories, and information about collecting in their home
areas.  Be sure to bring material from your favorite collecting sites to show and share.

Come join us for a great Tri-Federation Rendezvous of collecting, fun and fellowship.

Dick Parks Yonis Lone Eagle Richard Pankey
Northwest Federation Rocky Mt. Federation California Federation
packrats2@msn.com rockymountainrockhounds@yahoo.com dickpankey@juno.com
360-892-3716 505-860-2455 925-439-7509



General Information 
1. Daily Field Trips:

• All trips will leave at 8:30 AM (Mountain Time), SHARP, from the campgrounds.  Assemble
at 8:15 for details and instructions for each day’s trip.  High clearance vehicles recommended
to collecting areas.  

• All participants are requested to read and sign a Waiver of Liability.
• We will  collect  at  4 to 6 different  sites:  pink limb casts,  small  limb casts and bogwood,

snakeskin agate, jasp/agate limb casts, geodes, and more.
• We will divide up into small groups, each group going to a different site each day.  Everyone

will be able to collect at least once at each site.  There will be a signup sheet each day for each
site.

• Much of the collecting will  be float.   Two sites involve some digging, but not too deep.
Bring the following tools:  rock bags, rock hammer,  shovel,  small  picks,  hoe,  rock scoop,
spray bottle, safety equipment and what ever else you usually bring.

• High clearance vehicles highly recommended to collecting sites.  We will help arrange rides
for those who need them. 

2. This trip is open to all members of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies and their
guests.   This  trip  is  hosted  by  Northwest,  Rocky  Mountain  and  California  Federations  of
Mineralogical  Societies.   Everyone  who  agrees  to  adhere  to  the  American  Federation  of
Mineralogical Societies Code of Ethics, abide by the direction of the field trip leaders, and practice
safe rockhounding is welcome to attend.

3. There are two full hook-up campgrounds in Jackpot:  Saguaro RV Park - 800-821-1103 and Spanish
Gardens – 800-422-8233.  There are several casino/motels also in Jackpot:  Cactus Pete’s – 800-821-
1103, Western Star Resort – 800-655-0643, Four Jacks – 800-251-6313, Barton’s “93” – 800-258-
2937.

4. We will have a welcome potluck dinner on Thursday evening and the all Rendezvous Potluck dinner
on Saturday evening.  Bring food to share and your own plates, eating utensils, tables and chairs.
Bring your favorite beverages and snacks to share for Happy Hour each afternoon.  We will try to
have a campfire each evening so bring firewood.

5. Bring rocks and specimens, etc. from your favorite home collecting area to show and swap at the
tailgate display.  This will be a good time to swap maps, GPS readings and information about your
favorite home collecting areas.

6. This area of Nevada has a lot to offer rockhounds and outdoor enthusiasts.  Plan to spend some extra
days after (or before) the Rendezvous.  Some suggestions and information will be available at camp.

7. Gas in Jackpot can be expensive.  Be sure to fill up your tanks and extra gas cans in Wells or Twin
Falls.

8. Be prepared for a variety of weather.  In 2003 we had sunny skies with the temperatures in the 70’s
and cool night in the 40’s.

***************************************************************************
Attention Federation Directors, Field Trip Leaders and Bulletin Editors:

Please announce this trip at your meetings and publish it in your newsletters.   Please make copies of
this 2 sided flier and give it to interested club members to get the word out early so people can start planning
for this special field trip and get together.  


