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President’s Message      Jim Gray, RMFMS President 

I am looking forward to the Grand Junction Rock 
Show and Convention September 19, 20, and 
21, 2025.   Time sure has flown by; it seems as if 
we were just in Oklahoma for the convention and 
show just a short time ago.   Board Members 
and Committee Chairs, please let me know if 
you want to continue for 2026 in your service to 
the RMFMS.   Clubs, please be sure to submit a 
proxy form if you are not going to be able to 
attend.   It would be very exciting to have 100% 
voting representation for the delegates meeting!   If you are going to 
attend, send Roberta Wagle a completed delegate form.  We need all 
of the delegate and proxy votes in order to have a quorum and be 
able to conduct the RMFMS business meeting.   YOUR VOTE 
MATTERS.  The deadline is coming up fast for forms and to register for 
the convention and showcase entries.   Be sure to get your paperwork 
in — and I hope to see you all in Grand Junction!! 

Hello, RMFMS Members!  If you want to come to 
the Convention in Grand Junction, Sept 19-21, I 
hope you have registered already.     If not, the 
only way to get it done is to do it!    We are 
working hard to organize things for you.   Besides 
the conference and banquet, you can attend our 
rock show and join a daily field trip.   Maybe you 
or your entourage would like to go on our field 
trip to Douglas Pass, which is a prolific location 

for collecting plant fossils.  The one in the picture at left is a big one, and 
there are plenty more waiting there for you.    See the Show Schedule and 
Registration Form on pages 12-13. Be sure to send registration in well 
ahead of time, like now! Hope to see you soon!  Steve Cable, GJGMC
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Credentials Information      Roberta Wagle, RMFMS Credentials Chair

Hello, RMFMS Clubs! 
T h e r e h a s b e e n s o m e 
confusion about the votes for 
the RMFMS Grand Junction 
C o n v e n t i o n D e l e g a t e 
meeting. This is just like a 
business meeting. If there are 
any changes or updates that 
require to be voted on (ie: 

b y l a w s , o p e r a t i n g 
procedures....) each club is allowed 2 votes. Below 
is a breakdown. If you have any questions please let 
me know. 
  
Your registration forms need to be sent in to the 
Grand Junction club ASAP for head count.  

The Delegate/Proxy forms need to be emailed to 
R o b e r t a ( w a g l e m o m @ g m a i l . c o m ) a n d 
(aznvstatedirector@gmail.com) . 

The forms can be downloaded from the RMFMS 
website: https://www.rmfms.org/general-clean . 

This takes you directly to the page you need — just 
scroll down to see the links for the forms. 

DELEGATE FORM:  
This form is to be used when the club is sending 1 
or 2 club members in Good Standing who will be 
attending the Delegate meeting.  
• 1 delegate form: 2 delegates plus an alternate = 

2 votes 
• 1 delegate form with 1 delegate plus one proxy = 

2 votes (proxy allows that delegate to 2 votes)  

PROXY FORM:  
This form is used if the club has no club member 
going to represent them at the Delegate meeting. 
Clubs can choose a person of good standing to 
vote for your club. (i.e.: state director or another 
club's member who is in good standing who will 
vote for your club)  
1 proxy form = 1 vote 
2 proxy forms = 2 votes  

Treasurer’s Report       Gene Maggard, RMFMS Treasurer 

Third Quarter financials have been calculated.   Total income to date (July 31) is $33,833 

and total expenses are $29,825.   Additional income in the 4th quarter is expected to be 
about $2,200.  Additional expenses are expected to be about $2,200, which would leave 
us with a surplus at the end of the fiscal year of about $4,000.   With there being an 
expected budget surplus we anticipate no change in dues paid by clubs of $1.50/dues 
paying member age 12 and older. 
  
Insurance premiums collected from clubs for liability insurance are supposed to balance 
with the premium paid to our insurance company.   Collections year-to-date are $7,280 
and the premium paid to the insurance company is $7,435.  That is pretty close to balancing.  We expect that 
there will be no change in the premium being charged to clubs, which is $.65/member. 
  
The financial report is an Excel spreadsheet.  Any club or member is welcome to look at the spreadsheet.  For 
anyone wishing to do so, simply email me and I will send you a copy of the spreadsheet.

mailto:waglemom@gmail.com
mailto:aznvstatedirector@gmail.com
https://www.rmfms.org/general-clean
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AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year Honorees (ACROY)       
         Chris Whitney-Smith, RMFMS ACROY Chair

Quotes from Judi Allison, AFMS RoY Chair: 

“Every club has at least one.   Some clubs may have 
many. Those may be the folks who are almost 
always at the meetings. Perhaps they quietly help 
clean up the room. Or maybe they are the ones who 
regularly bring items for show and tell, or provide 
treats, or quietly help others learn about some 
aspect of the hobby. They are the folks who help 
keep our hobby going even if they are not the ones 
who are in the ‘limelight.’ 

We can honor these folks in such a simple manner.  
That is what I believe the “American Rockhound of 
the Year Award” is all about. This award is not a 
contest. The only requirement is that someone in 
your club takes the initiative to pass on the 
information to the right people. Some clubs have 
committees to choose a person, some have the 
Executive Committee do the choosing, or possibly, 
the previous recipient makes the choice. The point 
is that the process is not set in stone with strict 
guidelines. The idea is to honor someone in your 
club who may have gone unnoticed in what they 
have done for the club during the year. Please don’t 
overlook the quiet majority. 
If you haven’t taken the time to choose one of your 
unsung heroes to honor as your AFMS Club 
Rockhound of the Year, now is the time.  

Remember, it is a simple process:  
• choose the person  
• write a few sentences why you believe the person 

should receive the honor  
• submit the information to your Regional American 

Club Rockhound of the Year Chairperson.”  
• Our RMFMS ACROY Chair is Chris Whitney-

Smith, ask.chrisws@yahoo.com  

[Editor’s note: We love to publish photos if you 
don’t mind sending!] 

David Ford 
Caroline Leone nominated on 
behalf of the Southern Nevada 
Gem & Minera l Soc iety 
(SNGMS), Kids Club, David 
Ford as Southern Nevada Gem 
& Minera l Soc ie ty Adu l t 
Rockhound of the Year (2025) 
a n d w a s a p p r o v e d b y 
membership. Dave goes beyond , sharing his time, 
knowledge, talent and treasures with not only the 
Kids Club but the entire society. He is first to sign up 
for field trips, adventuring out in search of new a d 
different rock material. He has also led trips and 
takes those who don’t have the right vehicle for 
rockhounding or are unsure of driving in rough 
terrain on trips. He has been especially generous 
with the Junior Rockhounds, paying for an 
educational and fun trip yearly. When Dave’s around 
he always feeds the hungry children whether it's 
cooking an outdoor gourmet picnic on the grill or 
footing the bill for the buffet in Utah after a long 
day learning about dinosaurs, rocks or fluorescence. 
For the Rock Shows, he made a rock box he calls, 
“Rock, Rock, Who’s There” which raises money for 
the Kids Club providing all the material. In addition, 
he and Song Hageman tirelessly make jewelry, rock 
crafts and art to sell as a fundraiser for the Kids 
Club. Being a good sport, he dressed as Santa at 
the Shows and accompanies A Kids Club elf to 
advertise the Kids Booth. Mr. Ford has presented 
lessons and provided rocks to go with different rock 
badge units. One time when we were doing the 
gold panning badge Dave not having gold for 
everyone decided we should pan for gold glitter. It 
didn't work out so well, but it was fun. He collected 
river rocks for us to paint and use for crafts and 
geocaching. He also works tirelessly for the adult 
club. As treasurer, he makes sure our finances are in 
order paying the bills and researching ways to keep  
    continued on page 5
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our hard-earned money safe. He comes up with 
ideas for community outreach to teach about our 
hobby. He donates his treasures to the club Awards 
Banquet, auctions and to fellow rockhounds. Dave 
is at our Rock Shop cutting, cabbing and creating 
at least twice a week. He’s an inspiration to all and 
an asset to the Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral 
Society. 

Grete and Ed Raymond  
The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club 
(GJGMC) is proud to recognize Grete and Ed 
Raymond as our 2025 Rockhounds of the Year.  
Grete and Ed were on a rockhounding trip at 
Jasper Mountain near Barstow, California, when Ed 
proposed to her.  They decided to join the GJGMC 
after viewing the fluorescent mineral display at one 
of the Club’s annual rock shows and have been 

members of the GJGMC since 2019.   Shortly after 
joining the Club, Grete and Ed volunteered to fill 
key positions that help our Club function.   Grete 

became Secretary and also served as the Editor of 
our Club’s Leaverite News newsletter.   Ed was 
elected in 2020 as one of the Club’s 3-year 
members on its Board of Directors, assisting the 
Executive Board with its duties.   Adding to their 
dedicated service to the GJGMC, Grete and Ed 
also became instructors for Basic Lapidary.   More 
recently, Ed served as both Shop Co-Chair and 
Shop Leader.   In these roles he helped set Shop 
guidelines and scheduled the Shop for lapidary 
classes and use by members during Open Shop.  
Those serving in these leadership capacities for the 
shop also help maintain shop equipment and order 
shop supplies.   Grete currently serves as both a 
Shop Co-Chair and Shop Leader, assisting 
members attending Open Shop with their projects 
and monitoring equipment use.   Grete is also an 
instructor for classes, including Advanced Lapidary 
and Wire Wrapping.  She similarly volunteers at the 
Club’s annual Rock Show as the Vendor 
Coordinator, as well as demonstrating various 
lapidary or jewelry techniques to educate the 
public and entice potential new members to join 
the Club.   Grete recently arranged the Club’s 
annual Craft Show at the clubhouse to help raise 
funds for the Club by providing a venue for 
vendors sell ing unique, hand-made items 
comprised of natural materials.   In addition to 
these activities she formerly served as the Club’s 
Chairperson for the Web Based Media.   The 
GJGMC greatly appreciates the ongoing dedicated 
service of Grete and Ed who have both stepped up 
to serve the Club in vital positions and capacities 
during their relatively short time with Club. The 
GJGMC is deeply thankful to Grete and Ed for 
sharing their time, effort and expertise!

ACROY—  continued  from page 4

Clipart from Aimee Ray: leafgarland ! printablecraft files at little dear prints via Flickr.com
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This has been an interesting appointment for me and I’m really glad the RMFMS has put 
me up to the challenge. I’ve got plenty more to learn but as I’m finding time to research 
tidbits I’m finding it quite fascinating that each state’s laws are so different.  
  
ND –  
If you’ve never looked at their website, you really should. The Central Dakota Gem & 
Mineral Society has very thoroughly researched the rockhounding laws in their state and 
has the regulations posted on their website under the ‘Regulations’ tab. If you plan on making a trip to ND for 
a rockhounding excursion, go to their website and read up on what you need to know. It’s all in one easy 
location.  https://ndrockclub.org/ 
  
NE – 
So far in Nebraska, I’ve found that their State Lands are not treated the same as in ND, SD, or CO. These lands 
in NE are considered private and permission must be obtained. 
  
SD –  
SD has multiple public land opportunities with state lands, forest, BLM and grasslands. Regulations vary and 
you’ll need to contact me with specific questions so I can be sure to obtain correct answers for you.

PLAC — ND/NE/SD                 Lori Loomis

RMFMS Bulletin Editors Contest Update     Linda Jaeger, RMFMS BEAC 

This year our RMFMS show/convention is after the AFMS show/convention. That 
means the AFMS results were made public (March 2025) before the RMFMS 
awards to be given at the breakfast in Grand Junction, CO during the RMFMS 
Convention. Please see   pages 6-8 of the April RMF News for the AFMS 
placements for our RMFMS winners. I will present both the RMFMS and the AFMS 
awards at the Editor’s Breakfast in Grand Junction, September 21, 2025. Awards for 
those not in attendance will be mailed to the editors in October. 
  

We are in a little better situation for the 2026 Bulletin Editors’ contests. Here are the important deadlines for 
the 2026 RMFMS Bulletin Editors Contest: 
•  Jan. 15, 2026-entries due to Linda Jaeger 
•  Feb. 12, 2026-judged RMFMS entries due back to me 
•  The AFMS/EFMLS show is May 23-24, 2026 
  
NOW is a good time to start looking over your bulletins for entries in the 2026 contest! I will email contest 
materials in mid-November 2025.

https://ndrockclub.org/
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What Do You Know About 
Antimony? 

Two small items have triggered 
this report: 1) I belong to the 
Baltimore Mineral Club, and at our 
last meeting we talked (by Zoom) 
about the element antimony and 

the mineral stibnite; and 2) a former student of 
mine, now living in Alaska, told me that the June 
5th edition of dermoitcole.com/reporting from 
Alaska/ had a story about trucking antimony ore 
from Alaska to a smelter in Montana. Sure enough, 
the story stated there is a “push to mine antimony 
in the Fairbanks area, as well as in Tok and off the 
Denali Highway. With export restrictions by China, 
the price of antimony has soared to ~$50,000 per 
ton. U.S. Antimony says it’s looking to truck 
antimony ore some 2,000 miles from Alaska to its 
processing plant in Montana. That operation could 
start as soon as September. 

Wow, that’s interesting. So, where does the U.S. 
currently mine stibnite, the major ore of antimony?  
It seems that at the present time there are no 
antimony-producing mines in the U.S.   That little 
tidbit led me to another story in Forbes.com about 
the fact that without antimony produced here in 
the United States, the outcome of World War II 
might have turned out differently. Read on.
 
No, really, it could have. Antimony is a strategic 
critical mineral that is used in all manner of military 
applications, including the manufacture of armor 
piercing bullets, night vision goggles, infrared 
sensors, precision optics, laser sighting, explosive 
formulations, hardened lead for bullets and 
shrapnel, ammunition primers, tracer ammunition, 
nuclear weapons and production, tr i t ium 
production, f lares, mil i tary clothing, and 
communication equipment. It is the key element in 
the creation of tungsten steel and the hardening of 

lead bullets, two of its most crucial applications 
during WWII.
 
Prior to the buildup to the War, the United States 
was almost entirely dependent on China for its 
supply of antimony. When that supply was cut off 
by Japan, America had to find another source of 
this key mineral. Fortunately for the U.S. at that 
time, a gold mine in central Idaho called the 
Stibnite Mine was able to step up production of the 
antimony that is an element in the mine’s ore and 
helped fill the void.
 
The Stibnite mine ended up producing fully 90% of 
America’s demand for antimony for the duration of 
the War and was key to producing 40% of the 
tungsten steel needed for the military effort. 
Following the War, output from the Stibnite Mine 
gradually declined, and its operations were shut 
down entirely in 1997.
 
Interesting, eh? Read on from Metaltechnews.com. 
So back to today’s world where United States 
Antimony owns and operates an antimony smelter 
in Montana – the only facility on American soil 
designed to upgrade raw antimony feedstock into 
antimony oxide used to make flame-resistant 
compounds for home and military use, antimony 
metal for bearings and artillery, and antimony 
trisulfide for ammunition. But as noted, the U.S. 
does not mine antimony. That means the Montana-
based company is reliant on imports from Mexico 
and other countries for the raw materials to feed its 
smelter. So maybe Alaska does not seem so far 
away from Montana. 

Today, the U.S. finds itself once again wholly reliant 
on other countries for its antimony needs, most 
heavily China and to a lesser extent, Russia (before 
the War in Ukraine). The global demand for 
antimony in the coming years cannot be met from 
    continued on page 8

News from the Mineral Tech     Mike Nelson, RMFMS Mineral Tech Chair
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Where in the RMFMS  is Rocky? 

•Colorado? 
•Oklahoma? 
•South Dakota? 

Clipart at top by Phillip Martin.  
CC  BY NC ND 3.0.  

Photo at left: Ammonite, from Linda Jaeger 
 Answers on page 16.

current supplies. If true, this will impact all of us in a 
variety of ways, because antimony is a crucial 
element in far more than just military applications. 
However, the News gets worse since at the end of 
last year China banned exports of antimony to the 
U.S. Considering that China controls roughly half of 
the global antimony production – Tajikistan and 
Russia account for another 30% of global supply – 
this ban leaves the U.S. with few options for this 
critical and strategic metalloid. 
 

From Oilprice.com we learn that after China banned 
exports to the U.S. Prices had already doubled in the 
second half of 2024 since China said in August that 
companies would need to apply for export licenses to 
export antimony ore, metals, oxides, hydrides, and 
other related products. 
 

The ban reverberated through the supply chains and 
is raising costs for battery makers with expensive and 
difficult-to-find supply.  
In the global antimony market, China is not only the 
top producer, but also boasts the majority of 
antimony processing facilities, somewhat analogous 
to China’s role in REEs production, the U.S. 
Geological Survey says. 
 

So, that led me to this story from USantimony.com. 
On March 17, 2025, a two-container international 
shipment of approximately fifty (50) tons of stibnite 
(antimony) ore, departed the port of loading in 
Melbourne, Australia, with the final destination and 
port of discharge to be at the Port of Manzanilla, 
Mexico for ultimate delivery to the United States 
Antimony Corporation ("the Company") Madero 
Smelter. The Company made partial payment on the 
value of the shipment’s invoice, equaling $715,413 
USD, ahead of the actual time of departure as called 
for under the existing contract. Evergreen Shipping 
Agency (Australia) PTY Ltd., the shipping agency, 
routed the vessel through The Port of Ningbo-
Zhoushan in China. The vessel’s actual time of arrival 
in Ningbo was April 14, 2025. All necessary payments 
and required paperwork were properly accounted for. 
Chinese Customs withheld these two containers 
carrying stibnite (antimony) ore for approximately 
eighty-two (82) days with no apparent reason 
provided to all parties involved. On June 23, 2025, 
the Company was informed that Chinese Customs 
finally agreed to release the containers on the 
condition that they be returned to their point of 
origin/loading dock in Australia. Chinese Customs 
    continued on page 9

Antimony —  continued  from page 7
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would not release the shipment to their intended 
final destination to the Port of Manzanillo for their 
final delivery location at the Company’s Madero 
Smelter. The Company can only assume this was 
either due to the contents being antimony ore, or 
the owner name, US Antimony Corporation, or 
possibly both. China previously announced, back in 
September of last year, a ban on all shipments of 
antimony ore and finished products originating 
from China and exported to any country in the 
world, including the United States.
 
Forbes.com has given us an interesting scenario: 
consider antimony’s  usage in the high-tech sector, 
where it is a key ingredient in semi-conductors, 
circuit boards, electric switches, fluorescent lighting, 
high quality clear glass and lithium-ion batteries. No 
antimony, no iPhones. No hi-definition TVs. No 
modern kitchen appliances, all of which make use 
of digital circuitry. Oh, and that car you’re thinking 
about buying? Sorry.
 
Now, consider this: There can be no “energy 
transition” without adequate supplies of antimony. 
That thick, heavy glass used in solar panels? It’s 
made with antimony. Those 300 to 700 foot-tall 
windmills that sporadically produce electricity? 
Made with antimony. Antimony is a key element in 
the manufacture of lithium-ion batteries, as 
mentioned above, but even more crucial is the fact 
that it is integral to the development of the next-
generation liquid metal batteries that, as Ecclestone 
pointed out during the webinar, hold the key to 
truly scalable energy storage for wind and solar 
power.
 
It  seems almost unbelievable that this country has 
allowed itself to become almost 100% dependent 
on imports of a metal integral to so many 
applications as antimony. Of course, the U.S. is also 
in a similar situation related to better-known critical 
minerals like  lithium and cobalt, which are also key 

to the production of solar panels, wind turbines and 
lithium-ion batteries.
 
The last news that I could find is that United States 
Antimony Corporation (NYSE American: UAMY) is 
bringing antimony mining back to the U.S. The 
company recently announced that it has started 
buying land and mining claims near its old smelter 
in Thompson Falls, Montana. This move could help 
reduce America’s heavy dependence on foreign 
sources of antimony---when it finally starts 
production. 

Above information in this article, compiled in mid-
July 2025, has been taken from various sources: 
Oilprice.com, Forbes.com, USGS.gov, North of 60 
Mining News, Reuters.com, dermoitcole.com, 
usantimony.com. metaltechnews.com.  

Want to learn more? Get on a web browser and 
start hunting — there are hundreds of dependable 
(seemly) articles in corporate reports, government 
reports and articles, journals, newspapers, and you 
name it. Kind of scary!

Antimony—  continued  from page 8

Stibnite, American Museum of Natural History.                      
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Stibnite_American_Museum_of_Natural_History.jpg             
CC BY-SA 3.0

https://www.blogger.com/
https://www.blogger.com/
https://www.blogger.com/
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Welcome Back Junior Clubs!         Chel Cauley, RMFMS Junior Activities Chair 

Welcome back to the start of a new school year for many junior clubs in the area.  
While many clubs continue activities over the summer, there are a few who take a 
pause for the busy summer months and welcome everyone back in August and 
September.   For Junior Club leaders and assistants, this is an exciting time for your 
members – new school years bring to light new skills, new knowledge, new 
connections, and new adventures!   What do you have on your plate for your Juniors 
this year?   Please do consider celebrating your work with your club right here in this 
newsletter.  Your members will love to see themselves in a newsletter! 
  
Whether it’s your first or fiftieth time leading a junior club, we all could use new ideas to get kids excited 
about learning.   There are so many fantastic resources out there for geoscience lessons for students.   Not 
only is there the AFMS Juniors webpage to source out ideas and lessons (https://www.juniors.amfed.org/ ) 
but also many other avenues to search.   Below are a few interesting locations you may not have thought of 
before: 

• Teachers Pay Teachers (https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/ ) is a fantastic site where educators around 
the world have posted lesson plans and activities for students in grades K-12 and higher!  You can create a 
free account and search for free resources on geoscience topics, activities, art, readings, games, and more! 

• The United State Geological Survey (https://www.usgs.gov/educational-resources ) has free educational 
resources for educators working with students on geoscience topics.   These are a little more difficult to 
gauge for what age these resources are for but are free and available to all educators.  

• Geoscience Society of America (https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Education_Careers/k12/GSA/edu-career/
k12/home.aspx ) also have phenomenal lessons, activities, readings, videos, hands-on ideas, and games for 
kids and adults in a wide range of ages.  

  
Finally, coming up in October is National Earth Science Week!   On October 13-17, people from the country 
will be celebrating Earth Science education by participating in a variety of events. Feel free to seek out 
https://www.earthsciweek.org/   for free resources, webinars, toolkits, contests and more to celebrate this 
exciting event! 
  
Whether you utilize any of these resources or not, you’re sure to have a phenomenal start off to your year 
with your junior members.  As always, reach out if you have questions or need ideas and here’s to a fantastic 
2025 – 2026 season! 

https://www.juniors.amfed.org/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
https://www.usgs.gov/educational-resources
https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Education_Careers/k12/GSA/edu-career/k12/home.aspx
https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Education_Careers/k12/GSA/edu-career/k12/home.aspx
https://www.earthsciweek.org/
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Where in the RMFMS  is Rocky? 

•Colorado? 
•Oklahoma? 

•South Dakota? 

Clipart at top by Phillip Martin. CC  BY NC ND 3.0. 

Photo at left: Nautiloids, from Linda Jaeger  

Answers on page 16. 

Get Ready! Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club Hosts RMFMS Convention 2025

Meet us in Grand Junction, 
Colorado for the 2025 RMFMS 
Convention at the GJGMC Show. 

RMFMS activities begin Sept. 19 
and continue throughout the 
GJGMC Show, which opens 
Sept. 20 and continues through 
Sept. 21.

Show packet is now an RMFMS 
August Supplement. It was 
emailed as a separate file along 
with the August RMF News. 

See the Convention Schedule 
and the Registration form on 
pages 12 & 13.
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Hot Links — Editor’s Picks      Linda Jaeger, Editor 

Below are some hot links you might find interesting. Just click on the link — it will open the web 
page in your browser. 

•      Russian volcano erupts for first time in 600 years, days after earthquake 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YS3RAfgsN8  

•      Ancient predators and giant amphibians found in African fossil treasure trove 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/08/250813083614.htm 

•     Scientists stunned by colossal formations hidden under the North Sea 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/08/250813083646.htm 

Cleaning Your Field Trip Rocks & Minerals  Brian Walko, President Flatirons Mineral Club 

You prospected, picked up, dug out, or chiseled your rock or mineral specimen. Now 
it needs to be cleaned to show off its beauty. Cleaning rocks and minerals is an art 
and a science (geochemistry). If you can find a copy of Cleaning and Preserving 
Minerals by Richard M. Pearl, it is an excellent resource. Searching the Internet for 
mineral cleaning articles or watching instructional YouTube videos can also be very 
helpful.  

The two most common surface contaminants are limonite (iron oxide) and calcite 
(calcium carbonate). I generally start with one specimen. Let the specimen soak for an 
hour in soap and lukewarm water, then scrub it gently with a soft brush. Rinse and repeat. If this method 
does not clean it, you may need to resort to mechanical tools to scrape away the surface contamination. I 
find that using used dental tools is the best approach. Be sure the hardness of the tool is less than the 
hardness of the specimen. Otherwise, you’ll scratch your specimen.  

When these methods fail, you can resort to chemicals. Warning: Chemical cleaners can be dangerous! 
Always wear safety glasses and acid-proof gloves. Additionally, do your cleaning in a well-ventilated area, 
preferably outside. Start with one specimen in the cleaning solution. I use Iron Out for limonite and muriatic 
acid for calcite removal. Check the specimen frequently. You don’t want it to dissolve away. All these milder 
chemicals can be purchased at any hardware store. Be sure to do your research before using chemicals for 
cleaning.  
  From Brian Walko’s “President’s Message,” Flatirons Facets, July-August 2025

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YS3RAfgsN8
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/08/250813083614.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/08/250813083646.htm
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Upcoming Shows and Events in the RMFMS 

If your club has show information that you would like to have listed in the Rocky Mountain Federation News, 
please email the information to the editor (including show flyers) —  <LJGRALG at aol.com>. As with many of the 
other email addresses in the newsletter, you will need to remove the chevrons, < >, and replace the spaces and the 
“at” with the correct symbol, @ .

Where in the RMFMS is Rocky? — Answers         Linda Jaeger, Editor 
We have clubs from13 states in the RMFMS. Have you been there? Do you recognize the photos from 
the areas shown this month? I would love for you to send  an awesome photo from your state 
with a caption and location to print! RMFMS has amazing country and activities to fill your senses. 

Here are the answers for the photos on pages 2, 8, and 11: 
-page 2: Petrified wood from Black Mesa area of Oklahoma 
-page 8: Cretaceous ammonite from South Dakota 
-page 11: Cretaceous nautiloids from Fort Collins, Colorado 

Look for more beautiful locations next month from our member states: Arizona, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota,  
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Wyoming.
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Below are upcoming regional federation shows:
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2024-2025 Executive Committee — composed of the Officers & the State Directors 

Officers: 

State Directors: 

Please note: All email addresses are enclosed in chevrons, <    >, and the @ symbol has been replaced by the 
word “at” with a space before and after the word. This is to prevent bots from picking up our email addresses. 
You will need to remove the chevrons and replace the word “at” and the two spaces with the @ symbol to 
have the correct email.

President Jim Gray <jimgray at wyoming.com>

Vice President Steve Kaminski <scsckamin at gmail.com>

Secretary Liz Thomas <mygemsrock at gmail.com>

Treasurer Gene Maggard <gandpmaggard at gmail.com>

Historian Cinda Kunkler <cindakunkler at att.com>

Past President Bob Regner <Rnregner at aol.com>

Past President Richard Jaeger <RjgrSci at aol.com>

AZ/NV Jodi Brewster <jodibrewster66 at gmail.com>

CO <>

KS Larry Beck <Lkbeckfam at gmail.com>

ND/SD/NE Lori Loomis <sdnestatedirector at gmail.com>

NM/TX Donna Regner <Dwanna7 at aol.com>

OK/AR Roberta Wagle <waglemom at gmail.com>

UT <>

WY Leane Gray <lgray at wyoming.com>
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2024-2025 Committee Chairs 

                 continued on next page

ACROY (AFMS Club Rockhound of 
the Year)

Chris Whitney-Smith <ask.chrisws at yahoo.com>

All American Club Roberta Wagle <waglemom at gmail.com>

BEAC (Bulletin Editors Advisory 
Committee) & Bulletin Editors 
Contest

Linda Jaeger <LJGRALG at aol.com>

Boundaries DeLane Cox <delanec3 at earthlink.net>

Convention Advisor Liz Thomas <mygemsrock at gmail.com>

Credentials Roberta Wagle <waglemom at yahoo.com>

Directory Lori Loomis <riggsoldchap at yahoo.com>

Editor of Newsletter Linda Jaeger <LJGRALG at aol.com>

Finance Wayne Cox <WayneC3 at earthlink.net>

Fluorescent Tech Brian Walko <bwalko at earthextractions.com>

Fossils Tech Mike Nelson <csrockguy at yahoo.com>

Gold Pan Award Richard Jaeger <RjgrSci at aol.com>

Insurance Gene Maggard <gandpmaggard at gmail.com>

International Relations Mike Nelson <csrockguy at yahoo.com>

Juniors Program Michelle Cauley <michelle.cauley at dakotacollege.edu>

Lapidary Tech

Long Range Planning Liz Thomas <mygemsrock at gmail.com>

Long Range Planning Richard Jaeger <RjgrSci at aol.com>

Long Range Planning Judy Beck, chair <Lkbeckfam at gmail.com>

Mineralogical Tech Mike Nelson <csrockguy at yahoo.com>

Name Badges Richard Jaeger <RjgrSci at aol.com>

New Program Contest Gene Maggard <gandpmaggard at gmail.com>

Nominating Committee Bob Regner <Rnregner at aol.com>

Nominating Committee Liz Thomas <mygemsrock at gmail.com>

Nominating Committee Jim Gray <jimgray at wyoming.com>
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2024-2025 Committee Chairs — continued 

Please note: All email addresses are enclosed in chevrons, <    >, and the @ symbol has been replaced by 
the word “at” with a space before and after the word. This is to prevent bots from picking up our email 
addresses. You will need to remove the chevrons and replace the word “at” and the two spaces with the @ 
symbol to have the correct email.

Parliamentarian Gene Maggard <gandpmaggard at gmail.com>

PLAC - AZ <>

PLAC - CO Mike Nelson <csrockguy at yahoo.com>

PLAC - KS Mike Nelson <csrockguy at yahoo.com>

PLAC - NM/TX

PLAC - OK/AR <>

PLAC - ND/SD/NE Lori Loomis <sdnestatedirector at gmail.com>

PLAC - UT/NV <>

PLAC - WY Greg Jones <wyojones at wyjones.com >

President’s Hat all past presidents

Program Library Gene & Peggy Maggard <gandpmaggard at gmail.com>

Public Relations DeLane Cox <delanec3 at earthlink.net>

Resolutions

Ribbons Jenelle Hopkins <Jhopk67328 at aol.com>

Safety Jodi Brewster <rmfmssafety2024@gmail.com>

Scholarship Committee Richard Jaeger <RjgrSci at aol.com>

Stationery/Trophies Ben Thomas <myretirementrocks at gmail.com>

Supplies Roberta Wagle <waglemom at gmail.com>

Uniform Rules Lee Whitebay <lwhiteba at gmail.com>

Uniform Rules Leon Reeder <leonreeder47 at yahoo.com>

Uniform Rules Les Presmyk <presmyk at cox.net>

Webmaster Tyler Jacobsen <tyler@cacherockandgemclub.com>

Website Contest Leane Gray <Lgray at wyoming.com>
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RMFMS Purpose & Policies — 
Excerpts from 2023 Directory (Revised) 

• To bring about a closer association of the Earth 
Science Groups in the Rocky Mountain region. 

• To increase and disseminate knowledge about 
minerals and other geologic materials. 

• To encourage mineral study, collecting, and 
fashioning as a HOBBY. 

• To sponsor local organizations interested in similar 
purposes. 

• To encourage all clubs to publish bulletins and 
newsletters. 

• To continue building up and promoting the use of the 
Federation Library of slide programs, videos, CDs, 
and DVDs to each member club. 

• To distribute information and suggestions on the 
preparation and arrangement of specimens and 
materials for exhibit and display. 

• To provide information and assistance to clubs 
holding Gem and Mineral Shows. 

• To encourage clubs to support the American 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies Scholarship 
Foundation Fund. 

• To promote the concept that all members of all clubs 
are members of the RMFMS and the AFMS, and to 
encourage individual members and clubs to take 
responsibility for asking questions or making known 
that help is needed. To encourage more contacts 
between those working at the Federation level, 
between clubs, and between club members. 

• To keep the members informed of problems and 
activities regarding the use of Public Lands. 

• To continue to support Federation-sponsored 
programs. 

The Rocky Mountain Federation is composed of a 
membership of approximately 14,000 members in the 
following states: Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, and Wyoming. 

The work of the Federation is directed by the Executive 
Committee, composed of: President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, State Directors, and the 
two immediate Past-Presidents.  

Reminder — next RMF Newsletter is the October 
2025 issue. Deadline for articles is September 15, 
2025.

AFMS Code of Ethics 
—I will respect both private and public property and will do no 
collecting on privately owned land without the owner’s permission. 
—I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing 
collecting on public lands and will observe them. 
—I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of 
property on which I plan to collect. 
—I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas. 
—I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind—fences, 
signs, buildings. 
—I will leave all gates as found.I will build fires in designated or safe 
places only and will be certain they are completely extinguished 
before leaving the area. 
—I will discard no burning material—matches, cigarettes, etc. 
—I will fill all excavation holes, which may be dangerous to livestock. 
—I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply. 
—I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take 
home only what I can reasonably use. 

—I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well 
the materials I have collected and will recycle my surplus for the 
pleasure and benefit of others. 
—I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter 
Please) and will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless 
of how found. 
—I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated 
authority in all collecting areas. 
—I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land 
Management, or other authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or 
other materials on public lands which should be pro- tected for the 
enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific 
purposes. 
—I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources. 
—I will observe the “Golden Rule,” will use “Good Outdoor Manners” 
and will at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to 
the stature and public image of rockhounds 
everywhere. 


