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President’s Message Jim Gray, RMFMS President

Club gem and mineral shows are in full swing.
Be sure you support your local and regional
clubs in their immense efforts to put together
these annual shows. The shows require many
hands and considerable dollars to produce and
the success of each show is dependent on the
work of many and the attendance of many more!
In this fast-paced world, it is easy to get
distracted and not participate in activities we
enjoy and not encourage others to experience
new events and hobbies they may find really fun!

Speaking of shows leads me to think about the dwindling number of
exhibit showcases at some of the shows. Will you commit to creating
an exhibit for your next show? Although the prospect of putting an
exhibit together may seem overwhelming | assure you it is not. From
my own experience over the years, the hardest step is the first one -
making the decision to do it. Many of us are out rock hunting now,
and most of us probably have many rocks at home we have collected
or acquired in the past. Select five to 20, create labels with what the
rock is and where it was found (generally speaking), arrange them so
they are easy to see and pleasant to look at, and set up you display in
a club showcase at your next show. This is the first step toward fine
tuning your skills in preparation for entering a judged showcase in your
club, at the RMFMS and AFMS level. The important first step is to get
started; the following steps will be assisted by the many
knowledgeable club and federation members who will happily inform
you along the way!

| believe it takes regular effort to keep rock clubs, events, traditions,
churches, and organizations of all kinds vibrant and healthy. The effort
comes from each one in a society. The effort may take many forms —
attendance, support in the background by making phone calls, send-

ing emails, helping prepare mailings, financial contributions of all sizes, helping at shows from clean-up to
tear-down, and many other ways! Time flies, as we all know, and without effort the passage of time results
in the decline of the organizations we think are important. So my parting challenge to each of you is “what
will you do today, this week and/or this month to support the current and future success of your rock club?”

Rockhounds Being “Punny”:
-People at parties will not get rockhound jokes.
That's okay because igneous is bliss.
-What happened to the rockhound who went to
Las Vegas? He lost his chert.

-What do you get when you drop a piano down a
mine shaft? A flat miner.
-Don't expect perfection from a geologist. They all
have their faults.
From Breccia, March 2025
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Treasurer’'s Report

Gene Maggard, RMFMS Treasurer

First half financials have been calculated. Items of note are:

The insurance premium exceeded collections by about $500.
member premiums of $.05/member will probably be needed, assuming that we get no
supplemental premium bill from Philadelphia Insurance Company.

Dues and insurance premium collections total $27,200 YTD. Expenses YTD are about

A small increase in

$27,900. Additional expenses for the year are expected to be about $2,500, which will
be a deficit of about $3,000. Income from our CD and bond fund will total about $8,500 for the year. We have

been donating all of this income to the AFMS Scholarship Foundation.

needing to transfer some of the interest or dividend income to our checking account in order to cover day to

day expenses.

Amazing to me is that the share price of our bond fund continues an upward trend. We have an unrealized
capital gain YTD of $981. With all the turmoil going on with tariffs who knows how bonds will perform going

forward.

The RMFMS financial report is an Excel spreadsheet. Anyone wanting to look at it or if there are questions all
you have to do is email me and | can send you a copy of the spreadsheet or answer any questions that you have

regarding federation finances.

ND/SD/NE State Director’s Report

Lori Loomis, ND/SD/NE State Director

May has me itching to get
outside for gardening,
rockhounding and getting out
of town for more rockhounding.
So | left Tom at home to deal
with the garden, and | took off
to attend a club meeting with
the Panhandle Rock and Gem
Club in Scottsbluff, NE. My
grandpa Green actually farmed in this area for a
few years when | was just a little thing, so whenever
| pass through here | always wonder where they
lived. | also wonder about all the really cool rocks |
missed out on when | was too young to collect
them.

When | arrived at the meeting place, a club
member showed me photos of his rock shed that

he built when he retired. Then he kind of worked
away on building display cases he has inside too.
Wow! This place is like a museum and rock shop all
in one. Now ['ll have to come back and see it in
person someday.

Once the doors were opened, we
walked into the building to the
conference room and this was the
coolest conference room I've ever
seen. All around it on the walls were
antique toy tractors. And we're not
talking about the little ones you
crawled along beside and pushed
across the living room floor. We're
talking about the ones you rode
that were the size of tricycles. These
were awesome.

continued on page 4

If the trend continues, we will be
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ND/SD/NE State Director’s Report — continued from page 3

As the club
conducted
t h e ir
meeting,
they gave
me updates
on how they
a r e
promoting
the club to
increase
membership
and their
upcoming
events. They
a | s o
discussed
field trips, area shows and summer mine tours.

Then we talked about the AFMS Endowment Fund
and how this supports the scholarships given out
each year. | left them information on making
donations to the drawing and purchasing tickets for
the drawing. We talked briefly about the ALAA, the
importance of being a member of the ALAA
(whether it be as a club and/or as individuals), and
how it works to keep our public lands public and
open to rockhounding.

When the meeting adjourned everyone pulled out
the rocks they'd brought for show and tell. There
were botswana agates, fairburns, and lots of
incredible petrified wood. This is a great group of
people who enjoy sharing information and
spending time in the field together.

In the next couple of weeks | plan to travel to North
Dakota to attend meetings with the clubs In
Bottineau and Bismarck

Photos by Lori Loomis. On page 3: Tricycle-sized tractors.
Above left: Panhandle Rock & Gem Club meeting. Directly
above: The Minneapolis-Moline, an actual vehicle designed

to be both a tractor and a car.

Where in the RMFMS is Rocky?

eArkansas?
eColorado?
eArizona?

Clipart at top by Phillip Martin.
CC BY-SA 2.0.

Photo at left, Rhodochrosite. CC

BY-NC-ND 2.0 (Halpern Mineral

Collection San Francisco)
Answers on page 27.
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Safety — A Hair-Raising Ordeal

Erin Erwin, Lubbock GMS, SCFMS Juniors Chair

We've all seen the
safety rules posted
around the club shops.
Most of us tend to
overlook them— until
someone speaks up.
That's usually when we
roll up our sleeves, tie
back our hair, and
maybe dig around for
a pair of safety glasses.
At home, though, |
know many of us let our guard down even more.
I'm definitely guilty of that.

A few weeks ago, we were using a bench
grinder and a Dremel at home. No one was
wearing safety glasses, and no one had their hair
pulled back. One thing people rarely talk about
is the importance of posture and body
positioning when working with machinery. It can
make all the difference.

My 15-year-old son, who's been taught proper

split second, his hair
got caught in the
spinning mechanism.
He shouted, and while
| rushed to unplug the
machine, he managed
to shut it off himself.
Thankfully, the only
thing he lost was a lot
of hair—not his scalp.
Still, for a teenage

boy, losing that much hair was
a big deal. He was angry and
swore he'd never touch the
machines again.

| hope with time he'll
reconsider and get back to
making cabs—something he’s
genuinely talented at. But one
thing is for sure: we won't be
taking safety for granted
again.

Photos Courtesy of Erin Irwin,
safety protocols and has used many machines author of this article.

without issue, had a scary experience that day. In a

Re-printed from AFMS Newsletter, 6/2025

Alacam’s Purple Heart (Alacam’in Mor Kalbi)

Axel Gray (10), Flatirons Mineral Club

Passed down through time,
Sharp clustered geode unearthed,

And then cracked open.

Editor's Note: Axel received this amethyst specimen from Turkey at a Jr.
Geologists activity and was inspired to create this haiku.

From Flatirons Facets, May-June, 2025 via AFMS Newsletter, 6/2025
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Club Corner — Southern Nevada GMS: A Little History

from Mary Savage, SNGMS

Anna Maria Nuhfer Roberts Parks
(July 2, 1888 - April 4, 1962)
Las Vegas Rock Hound and a
Founding Member of the
Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society

Anna Nuhfer was born in 1889 on a farm near
Venus, Pennsylvania.  She was the seventh of
twelve children.

In 1909, Anna went to Bakersfield, California,
where she stayed with two of her sisters and their
husbands. At age 21, she got a job as a cook for
oil field workers at a boarding house in Bakersfield
where she met William Isaac Roberts, who went by

Will.  Will was working as

an oil company
superintendent and had
been widowed.

In 1911, as business
partners, Anna and
Will moved to Las Vegas,
Nevada and opened a dry
7 goods store. On the side,
they traded dry goods for
basketry and other crafts
made by Paiutes.

A

Anna Maria Nuhfer, about 1910
Photo courtesy of Clark County Museum,
Henderson, Nevada

In 1912, Anna went on a cross-country trip to raise
money for a lime and gypsum quarry near Sloan,
Nevada. Anna was successful. She came back to
Las Vegas with $64,000 (over two million in 2024
dollars) from her relatives in Pennsylvania, and the
quarry was opened.  The money Anna raised
provided more than ninety percent of the capital
for the Nevada Lime and Rock Company.

After three years as business partners, Anna and
Will married in 1914. That winter, a dead baby's
body was found in the desert outside Las Vegas.
The man who was supposed to have managed
burial of the remains was put on trial, but the
charges were dropped, and the man left town.

Will, who had been a
mortician for ten years
in California, seized the
business opportunity
and started the Las
Vegas Undertaking
Company.
Las Vegas, and Nevada
mining camps in
Searchlight, Eldorado
Canyon, Sloan, and
Goodsprings.

He served

Anna went with Will on
trips to retrieve corpses
and began to learn
embalming. During
this time, Anna became a collector of historical
artifacts, minerals, and clothing.

Wedding Photo of William Roberts
and Anna Nuhfer, 1914
Photo courtesy of Clark County
Museum, Henderson, Nevada

The Las Vegas and Tonopah Railroad failed in 1917
and Southern Nevada's economy deteriorated. To
make ends meet, Anna and Will split their time
between Las Vegas and Fresno, California, for the
next three years. Anna and Will both worked as
undertakers in Madera City, California, near
Fresno. Will was also the senior partner for the
Roberts and Rice mortuary in Porterville, California.

Anna and Will's
daughter, Edith,
was born in
August 1920.
At some point
before 1920,
Anna’s widowed
mother moved

A Roberts and Rice Funeral Home Ambulance, about 1915
Portersville, California
Photo courtesy Clark County Museum, Henderson, Nevada

in with the
family, and in
1920 her sister
Helena was also living with them. Helena married

a WWI Army veteran, and they had two sons.

continued on page 7
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Club Corner, SNGMS — continued from page 6
In 1921, Will returned full time to Las Vegas to run became known as Anna Roberts Parks.  Gene

Roberts Undertaking.  Anna enrolled in mortuary
school in Los Angeles, California, taking her mother
and Edith with her.  Anna was the only female
student in the class. She became a licensed
mortician (for California and Nevada) in 1925, and
was the first female mortician in Nevada.

While Anna was studying, her sister Helena, who
was living in California, died from tuberculosis.
Helena’s husband placed both of their sons in an
orphanage. Anna adopted the younger boy.

When Anna returned to Las Vegas in 1925, she
found her husband living with a married woman in
the apartment above Roberts Undertaking. Anna
waited until Will and his mistress left the apartment,
then raided it for every financial document she
could find! Anna had an acrimonious divorce from
Will.  The divorce proceedings dragged on for a
year. In the settlement, Will was awarded Roberts
Undertaking, and Anna got custody of her daughter
Edith and two lots on Fremont Street. The divorce
turned public opinion in Las Vegas against Will. He
returned to California and built a successful
mortuary chain.

Anna sold the dry goods store and used money
from the sale to open Palm Funeral Home in 1927.
In conjunction with the mortuary, Anna ran an
ambulance service, which was a common
arrangement.  Anna trained her adopted son, Paul,
as a mortician and ambulance/hearse driver.

In addition to running the mortuary, Anna worked
part time at a secondhand store as a bookkeeper,
and she babysat the owner’s kids at night.

Anna met Gene Parks while he was working at the
Von Toble Lumber Company in Las Vegas as a
bookkeeper. Anna hired Gene in his off-hours to
help around the mortuary. He didn't drink or
smoke, and could keep books.  They married in
1928. She took her new husband's last name and

Left to right: Gene and Anna Parks, About 1945
Photo courtesy Clark County Museum, Henderson, NV

moved in with Anna, Anna’s daughter Edith, and
Anna’s widowed mother. The wedding seems to
have been a very low-key event because Edith (age
8) did not attend the ceremony, and only found out
about the wedding when Gene moved into the
house! Gene seems to have quit his job with the
lumber company and to have become an insurance
salesman.

G e n e

Parks had two OPENING
sons from his
previous
marriage.
Both boys
came to live
with Anna and
Gene in Las
Vegas after
their mother
died in 1937.

Monday Afternoon
May 16, 1927

 Palm Funeral Home

FIRST AND CARSON STREETS
FLORAL FAVORS

THE PUBLIC IS CORDIALLY
INVITED TO INSPECT THIS
NEW FUNERAL HOME

ANNA ROBERTS, Proprietor

Palm Funeral

Home had a contract to bury workers who died
during the construction of the Hoover Dam.
Anna gave food and shelter to unemployed men
who came to Nevada for jobs on the dam.
Sometimes she buried dead miners with no
payment, or
accepted payment
in tools or artifacts
that went into her
collections.

In 1940, Anna
attended the first
meeting of the
group that would
eventually become
the SNGMS.

continued on page 8
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Club Corner, SNGMS — continued from page 7

Anna was a bit of a hoarder.  She frequently
traveled by car between Las Vegas,
Goldfield (Nevada), California, etc. Finding things
on the trips that had been abandoned, she

collected them. When

he was a house painter (probably for Anna’s rental
properties), and the household shrank to Anna, her
husband Gene, her and a fellow rock hound who
Anna had known since at least 1932.

Anna died from a car

people realized she was
collecting, they would give
her stuff which she never
refused.

Anna’s growing collection of
artifacts was stored in her
home or scattered about

accident on April 4, 1962.
She was planning to go on a
rock hounding field trip and
wanted a new pair of
garden gloves for the
excursion. Her husband was
driving her to get the

her other property. As her
collection outgrew the
space, most of it was moved
to a building Anna had
purchased. The building became known as the
Parks Museum.

In 1946, Anna sold the funeral home.
Gene continued to work until at least 1950 when

Anna Roberts Parks’ Private Museum, About 1945.
Note the large chunk of selenite on a pallet at the right.
Photo courtesy Clark County Museum, Henderson, Nevada

gloves, when their car was
hit by another driver. Anna
was thrown from the car and
died the next day from her
injuries.

Her daughter inherited Anna’s collections, which
became the core of the Clark County Museum in
Henderson, Nevada.

Where in the RMFMS is Rocky?

eArkansas?
eColorado?
eArizona?

Clipart at top by Phillip Martin.
CC BY NCND 3.0.

Photo at left: Quartz, by Orbital Joe on Flickr.
CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
Answers on page 27.
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Club Corner — Gemcrafters & Explorers Club Kathy Fuller, Editor

Our club recently held its annual (soon to be semi-annual) Lapidary Day at one of our club member's "man
cave.” | have attached some photos. The first two are a before and after of an ammonite. | have also attached
some collage photos of the event, as well as of our annual ice cream social event (includes pies and now hot
dogs).

Photos below: Lapidary Day
with Gemcrafters &
Explorers Club collage, then
the ice cream social with hot
dogs, ice cream & lots of

pie!

All photos courtesy of Kathy
Fuller, G&EC Editor.
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CU’'s Earth Mysteries and Histories Quin Armstrong (9), Flatirons Mineral Club

| spent the morning of April 26 in Boulder with my mom learning about
the mysteries and histories of Earth, a program sponsored by the CU
Geology Department.

CU put on an awesome event with interactive stations about carbonates,
deep time rock clocks, earthquakes, fossils, ground water, the icy Earth,
meteorites, the ocean, and volcanoes.

Here are some of the things | saw and learned:

e Carbonates fizz when acid is applied.

e After | charted a number of rocks through deep time, the person
working the station gave me a piece of 60 million year old fluorite
from Jamestown, Colorado.

e | learned that short, wide-based structures withstand earthquakes
better.

e | got to look at a fossil of a Leptomeryx (a small deer-like mammal

from the

late Eocene) under a microscope.
e Ground water seeps through more porous material faster than less porous material.
* | got to touch an ice core sample from Greenland.
| had to wear gloves.

* Meteorites are magnetic and some have
regmaglypts, thumbprint-like depressions.

* The ocean becomes more acidic as CO, gets
pumped into the air, which makes corals' skeletons
more brittle.

* Volcanoes have two main types. A shield volcano
is low to the ground and more dome-like. A
composite volcano is more like a mountain and high
off the ground.

| had a really fun time and hope | get to go back
next year.

Flatirons Facets Editor's Note: Quin is a fourth-grade homeschooler who enjoys learning about the many
types of minerals, what they look and feel like, and how they were formed.

From Flatirons Facets, May-June 2025

10
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Get Ready! Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club Hosts RMFMS Convention 2025

79" Annual!

eI INTEHCIEY Rock

September 20-21, 2025
Mesa County Fairgrounds
Grand Junction, Colorado

Meet us in Grand Junction,
Colorado for the 2025 RMFMS
Convention at the GJGMC Show.

Also:
Hosting RMFMS acj‘tivities begin Sept. 19
and continue throughout the
the GJGMC Show, which opens

RMEMS Sept. 20 and continues through

Convention! [RedEl

Sept 19-21
Show packet is now an RMFMS
June Supplement. It will be
emailed as a separate file along
with the June RMF News.

Gems - Minerals - Fossils - Rocks - Jewelry - Geodes - 40 Vendors
Kids Activities - Silent Auction - Food Trucks - Grab Bags - More!
September 20 9am-5pm & September 21 10am-4pm, 2025
Mesa Country Fairgrounds, Grand Junction Colorado

2785 US-50, Grand Junction, CO 81503
Entry: $5 Adults, $4 Seniors and Military, Kids<12 Free.

Mineral specimen and photo by: Jim Schultz

Presented by the Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club.
For more info, see:
The GJGMC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization providing scholarships to earth science students

)y Where in the RMFMS is Rocky?
s

o
g
2

/
\\

eArkanas?
eColorado?
eArizona?

Clipart at top by Phillip Martin. CC
BY NC ND 3.0.

Photo at left: Wulfenite by Ivar
Leidus. CC BY-SA 4.0

Answers on page 27.
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Aenigmatite: The Riddle is Solved!

Mike Nelson, csrockguy@yahoo.com,

Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society

Enigma

(courtesy dictionary.com)

As a kid | was not really interested in puzzles or
riddles but was a voracious reader. Unfortunately, |
still am not interested in puzzles, although friends
inform me that they are good for brain health! Is
that true? Don't know! What | do know is that my
reading habits have served me well since childhood
and are still a joy today. My current play list
includes a series of books written by the British
naturalist Gerald Durrell, rereading River Horse
(William Least Heat Moon), and a bio on Jim
Bridger. In addition, throw in the journals like Min
Record and Rock and Minerals as well as a slew of
club newsletters. In a final bit of trivia, Least Heat
Moon and | were co-presenters at an
undergraduate research symposium and shared a
cold IPA together one evening.

My early reading also got me interested in
cryptography, and in an enigma, no not a riddle nor
the band, but a cipher machine used extensively by
Nazi Germany during World War Il. These devices
used algorithms to code, and ultimately send via
wireless, messages to the military units who in turn
had an identical machine to read the code and then
use a key to decipher. Very simple encryption
might use the key “shift 6.” So, MJXE could be
sent and translated to ROCK as can be seen from
shifting letters in the second line.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
VWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTU

1. puzzling or inexplicable occurrence or situation
2. person of puzzling or contradictory character

3. a saying, question, picture, etc., containing a hidden meaning

Now, the Nazi Enigma Machine was much more
complicated than this simple example (termed
a Caesar Cipher) and was used extensively to send
secure encryptions, top-secret information---or so
the Nazis thought. It turns out that a group of
Polish cryptologists, working with British colleagues
out of the famed Bletchley Park, “cracked the
Enigma cipher” and substantially shortened the war
effort (perhaps 2-4 years) and perhaps even “won
the war” for the Allies. The code breaking at
Bletchley Park remained classified information until
the 1970s.

An Enigma Machine at
the Imperial War
Museum, London. Photo

Public Domain courtesy Rotors

of Karsten Sperling.

Lampboard\ oy

Back to my
kiddiehood---simple
encryptions (Caesar
Ciphers) were an
important part of our
boyhood games. Each play day the “code” would
change from “shift 6 to shift 3" etc. Some days the
code would be written with lemon juice and the
paper needed heat to allow the juice to turn a
brown color so it could be read. At other times our
teachers would use encryptions as a learning tool—
the code shift today is (6+3)x2(+3).

continued on page 13
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«—Keyboard
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Aenigmatite — continued from page 12

In looking back, | learned much without the use of
computers and other electronic gizmos just as
Ralphie did in the movie The Christmas Story—Be
sure to drink your Ovaltine coded out on his secret
decoder ring. Actually, it was a decoder pin and if
this mundane bit of trivia confuses you, see the
movie.

But back to the mineral of the day. Aenigmatite
was named in 1865 and mineralogists were
uncertain of its chemical composition, an enigmatic
situation, a riddle. This ranks very high on my list
of the best derived mineral monikers.

Igneous pluton, a rare

aenigmatite form rich in sodium.

Aenigmatite, length of crystal 3
cm. Collected from Mt.
Eveslogchorr, Khibiny Massif,

Kola Peninsula, Russia.

| purchased this specimen of
aenigmatite shown above
since: 1) it was a beautiful
prismatic crystal; 2) it was
one of those strange,
igneous, silica-poor, aluminum-poor, sodium-rich
minerals that often occurs with aegirine-augite,
astrophyllite, arfvedsonite, riebeckite,
hedenbergite, fayalite, and ilmenite in alkaline
volcanics and pegmatites.

Good exposures of these rocks occur in exotic
localities with unpronounceable names such as the
llimaussaq intrusion in Narssarssuk, Greenland, and
the Khibiny and Lovozero massifs, Kola Peninsula,
Russia.  These are places where the average
rockhound will lack access for collecting! However,
there might be collecting locality closer to
home??? MinDat noted (7 December 2021) that
aenigmatite was known from the Mt. Rosa Granite
(a sodic igneous pluton), part of the greater Pikes
Peak Batholith (~1.08 Ga) near Colorado

Springs.  Unfortunately, MinDat did not provide
photos. Since Eckle, in his tome on minerals of
Colorado (1997), did not recognize aenigmatite
from Colorado, | presume the MinDat information
came from a thesis by Livingston (2020) who
stated, Diverse lithologies are associated with
emplacement of the complex; these included
peraluminous to peralkaline granitic rocks with
several associated minor rock types, such as various
dikes and pegmatites. Recent geologic and
geochemical studies of the complex revealed the
Mount Rosa Granite to have a complex
petrogenesis within the pluton. This granite is host
to complex Ti-bearing minerals, astrophyllite
[K3Fe2+7Ti2Si8026(OH)5] and aenigmatite
[Na2Fe2+5TiSi6O20], which are noted to represent
highly peralkaline rocks....At any rate, aenigmatite
is a fairly rare mineral found only in these complex
alkaline rocks.

Aenigmatite, Nas(FeioTiz)O4(Si12036), is a sodium,
iron, titanium silicate with a black to dark brown
color and an adamantine to greasy luster. On first
glance, it appears opaque but with a strong back
light some crystals are translucent. The streak is
reddish brown while the hardness is ~5.0 to 6.0,
call it 5.5. It is quite brittle with an uneven fracture.

The photos on MinDat seems to indicate that most
crystals are pretty ugly prisms, often short and
stubby, and rough or pitted in appearance. | was
concerned that perhaps my specimen was
misidentified until: 1) a MinDat photo of nice shiny,
striated and terminated crystal collected from the
Azores (Portugal) looks very similar to mine; and 2)
Rock Currier, in a MinDat best of article stated
“sometimes black, well developed prisms to 10 cm
are found (sometimes striated) frozen in the alkaline
rocks of the Khibiny Massif... Boots Cureton says
he has had specimens from there that were
confirmed by microprobe that were sharp bladed,
black, prismatic and striated to 4 cm.” Two labels
on my specimen indicate it was collected from

continued on page 14
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Aenigmatite — continued from page 13
Chibiny, Kola Peninsula. So, | will go with those .
Here, | am learning

identifications, and a second enigma was solved!

As | attempt to finish this post on May 10, |
periodically step outside to view the waxing
gibbous moon that is about 97% full. It is a
beautiful sight since the skies are clear and the
weather fantastic, perhaps 80 degrees coming on
May 15, the night of the Flower Moon This full
moon is certainly well named here in the Northland
as the landscape is alive with color. Much of what is
noticed are the white blooms of various types of
bushy Viburnam sps. In town the cultivated
Viburnam species is known as snowball. The town
is also full of pink-blue blooming lilacs, and crab-
apple trees with a variety
of pink and white blooms.
| inherited three varieties
including a majestic pink
Prairie Crabapple. But the
winner of my flowers is a
variety of rhododendron.
Little did | know that such a
plant existed this far north!

Finally, I wish to point out
that a fantastic event was
held Friday on the campus of the University of
Wisconsin, La Crosse—the annual Undergraduate
Research Symposium. There were over 400
undergraduates showcasing their research results
via papers from the podium or large format printer
displays. Events like this give me some confidence
that our future leaders will make a big difference in
how we better manage our environment, improve
health care for all, and treat our neighbors, both
next door and across borders.

about flammulated
owls found in mature
forests in Utah. The
student researcher
spent several weeks
last summer with her
advisor/mentor
tracking these small
critters, often by
listening for their hoot
vocalization.

Our nation is filled with
tremendous energy of the youth. Whatever future
we desire of, we must keep the youth at the centre.
If we do this, we can surge ahead at an
unmatchable pace! ~ Narendra Modi

References Cited:
Eckels, E. B.,1997, Minerals of Colorado: Fulcrum
Publishing, Denver.

Livingston, K., 2020, The Peralkaline Mount Rosa
Granite: Contrasting Mineralogy and Geochemistry
Observed in the Mount Rosa Granite, Pikes Peak
Batholith, Colorado: Masters thesis, Colorado
School of Mines). https://mountainscholar.org/
handle/11124/176299?show=full

What do you call a rock that never goes to school?
— A skipping stone!

What do geologists call a bend in the river?

— A "meanderthal.”

Why was the sedimentary rock extra cheap?
— It was on shale.

From https://laughlore.com/geology-jokes/
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Where in the RMFMS is Rocky? — Answers Linda Jaeger, Editor

%@ We have clubs from13 states in the RMFMS. Have you been there? Do you recognize the photos from

R the areas shown this month? | would love for you to send an awesome photo from your state
with a caption and location to print! RMFMS has amazing country and activities to fill your senses.

Here are the answers for the photos on pages 4, 12, and 17:
-page 4: Rhodochrosite is the state mineral of Colorado
-page 8: Quartz is the state mineral of Arkansas

-page 11: Wulfenite is the state mineral of Arizona

Look for more beautiful locations next month from our member states: Arizona,
Arkansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, Texas,
Utah, Wyoming.

Hot Links — Editor’s Picks Linda Jaeger, Editor

Below are some hot links you might find interesting. Just click on the link — it will open the
web page in your browser.

* Not your typical Texas critter: Plesiosaur from 100 million years ago discovered in Celina
https://www.msn.com/en-us/science/zoology/not-your-typical-texas-critter-plesiosaur-from-100-million-years-
ago-discovered-in-celina/ar-AATDYRv3

e Space photo of the week: Iconic 'Eagle Nebula' gets a major glow-up on Hubble's 35th anniversary

https://www.livescience.com/space/astronomy/space-photo-of-the-week-hubble-telescope-marks-35-years-
by-revisiting-the-eagle-nebula

¢ A Splashy Meteorite Was Forged in Multiple Collisions
https://eos.org/articles/a-splashy-meteorite-was-forged-in-multiple-collisions

e It's Official: The Rotation of Earth's Inner Core Really Is Slowing Down
https://www.sciencealert.com/its-official-the-rotation-of-earths-inner-core-really-is-slowing-down
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Upcoming Shows and Events in the RMFMS

Norris Penrose Event Center, 1045

Lisa V. Cooper, 719.351.4018; email:

6/6-8/2025 S;Iora(lio S.pr:nsgs ;s Lower Gold Camp Rd, Colorado ppgmjshow@gmail.com;

Ll e Springs, CO www.PikesPeakGemShow.com
§lo:8/2025 | FhoenixHeritage Mineral Phoenix Shrine Auditorium MSAClub1935@msaaz.org ; website: msaaz.org
Postponed |Show

6/13-15/2025

Sublette County Rockhounds

Sublette County Fairgrounds Event
Center, 10937 Hwy 189, Big Piney,
wy

Jim Gray, 307.260.6443; email
jimgray@wyoming.com

6/20-22.2025

Southern Teller County FG

Victor Gem & Mineral Show, Victor,
CO

STCFG.com

7/12-13/2025

NCRC, Casper, WY

77th Annual Gem & Mineral Show,
Best Western, 123 West E St,
Casper, WY

Mac Goss, 307.439.9873; email:
macogre 13@yahoo.com

7/12-13/2025

Tulsa Rock & Mineral Society

Rock, Gem, Mineral & Jewelry
Show Exchange Center at Expo
Square, 4145 E 21st St, Tulsa, OK
74114

https:trmsok.org

7/26-27/2025

Western Dakota Gem &
Mineral Society

Central States Fairgrounds, Rapid
City, SD, Nerdy Nuts Expo Hall

WestDakota.Rocks@gmail.com

8/7-10/2025

Beuna Vista Contin-Tail Gem,
Mineral & Fossil Show

Buena Vista Rodeo Grounds, Gregg
Drive, Buena Vista, CO

Lisa Cooper, 719.351.4018; emaial:

bvrockshow@gmail.com; https://bvrockshow.com/

8/15-17/2025

Lake George Gem & Mineral
Club

Lake George, CO Hwy 24, East of
the Post Office, 4 mi. W or
Florissant

Carol Kinate, 719.648.9015; email:
kinatec@aol.com; Iggmclub.org

9/3-5/2025

Albuquerque G&M Club

Expo NM State Fairgrounds, 300
San Pedro NE - enter at Gate 3 at
San Pedro & Copper, Creative Arts
Bldg, Albuguerque, NM

Jay Penn, 505.883.4195; email:
jaypenn246@gmail.com;

http://abgfallshow.wix.com/abg-fall-show

9/19-21/2025

RMFMS/Grand Junction Gem
& Mineral Club

79th Annual Mineral & Rock Show,
hosting the RMFMS Convention,
Mesa County Fairgrounds, 2785
US-50, Grand Junction, CO 81503

www.grandjunctionrockclub.org/shows

9/19-21/2025

Payson Rimstones Rock Club

Mazatzal Hotel & Casino, Payson,
AZ

9/24-26/2025

Oklahoma Mineral & Gem
Society

OKC State Fair Park, Modern Living
Bldg, 608 Kiamichi Place,
Oklahoma City, OK

Douglas Pollitt, email: douglas.pollitt@yahoo.com;

omgs-minerals.org

10/17-19/2025

Wyoming State Mineral &
Gem Society Show

Camplex Energy Hall, 1635 Reata
Drive, Gillette, WY 82718

dennis.brown@campbellcountywy.gov

11/7-8/2025

Southern Utah Rock Club

Washington County Legacy Park,
5500 W700S, Hurricane, UT

Antonella Townsend, 435.609.9265; email:

antonellalr1976 @gmail.com

11/29-30/2025

Wickenburg Gem & Mineral

Hassayampa Elementary School,
195 E Coconino St, Wickenburg,

Karen Havird, 602.999.4402;

Society khavird@earthlink.net; wickenburggms.org

AZ

If your club has show information that you would like to have listed in the Rocky Mountain Federation News,
please email the information to the editor (including show flyers) — <LJGRALG at aol.com>. As with many of the
other email addresses in the newsletter, you will need to remove the chevrons, < >, and replace the spaces and the
“at” with the correct symbol, @ .
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Below are upcoming regional federation shows:
| California Eastern Midwest Northwest Rocky South Central  Southeast
- Federation Federation Federation Federation Mountain Federation Federation
j Federation
2025 | Lancaster, CA AFMS/EFMLS Lincoln, NE Walla Walla, WA = Grand Junction, Austin, TX Norcross, GA
May 10-11 Hickory, NC April 5-6 Sept. 5-7 CcO Oct 17-19 Sept 12-13
March 28-30 Sept. 19-21
2026 AFMS/MWF Tulsa, OK
St. Charles, IL July 9-12
May 23-24

Please note the date change above for the 2026 RMFMS Show in Tulsa, OK.

Annual

PIKES
. PEAK

Gem, Mineral &
Jewelry Show

JUNE 6-8, 20825

Norris Penrose Event Center

Reminder:

Advertise your Show in as many Free
locations as possible!

Local newspapers

e Current events sections!

e Local TV stations

e Community Calendars

Other local shows

Adbvertise in the Rock & Gem
Magazine!

Send the information in early so it's
published in the magazine as well as
online:
www.rockngem.com/showdate-
submissions/

Info from CFMC Newsletter, April 2024
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Tulsa Rock and ’
Mineral Society’s

NCRC PRESENTS ‘ = ot B ROCK, GEM,
77TH ANNUAL GEM & MINERAL SHOW R o O

July 12-13, 2025 " ‘ : MINERAL &
g W X JEWELRY SHOW

Saturday, July 12, 2025-9 a.m-6 p.m.
Sunday, July 13, 2025-10 a.m.-5 p.m.

EXCHANGE CENTER AT EXPO SQUARE
4145 E. 2ist St. Tulsa, OK 74114

- Exhibits

. Demonstrations n Tulsa Rock and Mineral

- Fluorescent Display

- FreeKid's Zone MORE INFO:

+ Silent Auction

- Door Prizes

$7 FOR ADULTS

$10 TWO-DAY PASS SCOUTS FREE IN UNIFORM

KIDS 12 AND UNDER FREE FIRST RESPONDERS AND MILITARY
WITH PAID ADULT FREE WITH ID

42" Annual
Contact: Mac Goss 307.439.9873 macogre|3@yahoo.com GEM & MINERAL SHOW
July 26-27, 2025

SATURDAY 9 AM - 5 PM e SUNDAY 9 AM - 3 PM

Admission $5 per day e Children 12 and under FREE with a paying adult

43 : F—
] A / N\ )
ﬁ ‘% Hosted by: WESTERN DAKOTA GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
/ ' CENTRAL STATES FAIRGROUNDS, Rapid City, SD

THE STH NERDY NUTS EXPO HALL
PHOENIX HERITAGE eDealers offering Rock, Mi | & Fossil Speci
MINERAL SHOW o Free Rock and Mineral Identification

® Silent Auction ® Panning for Gold
Stay tuned _ thiS ShOW has been postponed ® Children’s Activities © Exhibits/Fluorescent Display

© Hourly Door Prizes ® Grand Prize Drawing

) Come help us celebrate 50 years of WDGMS

For more information Contact: WestDakota.Rocks @gmail.com
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Payson Rimstones Rock Club

& Minera) g
Q“”“‘Sept 19-21, 2025"°ly

Fri 1-6 Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4

ROCK HOUNDS'

“Gyyoming State MHeneral
and (7}’/4( &90(’(?@" QS'/IOI(/

October 17-18-19

Gk Friday 9-5
Ri:k: 7 Saturday 9-5
Slabs Sunday 10-4

Ammonite

Fossils 5 i Py, Y Fossil
Jewelry & Art 7, Tl ,
Polished Rocks

Camplex Energy Hall

Admission: $5 Adults
$3 Youth
Children under 12 free

Other Activities

$5 Adults
Education & Kids Area = $3 Friday
Fluorescents Tent Kids under
Auctions, Raffles 13 are FREE
Gold Panning

27th ANNUAL SHOW

Payson, Arizona

Children’s Corner-Dinosaur dig, Scavenger
hunt, demonstrations, raffles, silent auctions

(T ive: Gold panning and sapphire dig) I

QUESTIONS CONTACT :
dennis.brownecampbellcountywy.gov @

Secretly A Dinosaur
Overheard a child at the park today
tell his sad friend:

“It's okay to be sad. Sad stands for
Secretly A Dinosaur.”

Then he let out a big “ROAR.”

That kid is going places.
~Mathew Pepper

hellowonderful.co

Clipart at left from Coloringfolder.com;
T-Rex Coloring Pages PDF For Free.
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2024-2025 Executive Committee — composed of the Officers & the State Directors

Officers:

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Historian
Past President

Past President

Jim Gray
Steve Kaminski
Liz Thomas
Gene Maggard
Cinda Kunkler
Bob Regner

Richard Jaeger

<jimgray at wyoming.com>
<scsckamin at gmail.com>
<mygemsrock at gmail.com>
<gandpmaggard at gmail.com>
<cindakunkler at att.com>
<Rnregner at aol.com>

<RjgrSci at aol.com>

State Directors:

AZ/NV

CO

KS

ND/SD/NE
NM/TX

OK/AR

)

WY

Jodi Brewster

Larry Beck
Lori Loomis
Donna Regner

Roberta Wagle

Tracy Jensen

Leane Gray

<jodibrewster66 at gmail.com>
<>
<Lkbeckfam at gmail.com>

<sdnestatedirector at gmail.com>

<waglemom at gmail.com>

<tracyjensen0515 at gmail.com>

<lgray at wyoming.com>

Please note: All email addresses are enclosed in chevrons, < >, and the @ symbol has been replaced by the
word “at” with a space before and after the word. This is to prevent bots from picking up our email addresses.

You will need to remove the chevrons and replace the word “at” and the two spaces with the @ symbol to

have the correct email.
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2024-2025 Committee Chairs

ACROY (AFMS Club Rockhound of ' Chris Whitney-Smith <ask.chrisws at yahoo.com>

the Year)
All American Club

BEAC (Bulletin Editors Advisory
Committee) & Bulletin Editors
Contest

Boundaries
Convention Advisor
Credentials

Directory

Editor of Newsletter
Finance

Fluorescent Tech
Fossils Tech

Gold Pan Award
Insurance
International Relations
Juniors Program
Lapidary Tech

Long Range Planning
Long Range Planning
Long Range Planning
Mineralogical Tech
Name Badges

New Program Contest
Nominating Committee
Nominating Committee

Nominating Committee

Roberta Wagle

Linda Jaeger

Delane Cox
Liz Thomas
Roberta Wagle
Lori Loomis
Linda Jaeger
Wayne Cox
Brian Walko
Mike Nelson
Richard Jaeger
Gene Maggard
Mike Nelson

Michelle Cauley

Liz Thomas
Richard Jaeger
Judy Beck, chair
Mike Nelson
Richard Jaeger
Gene Maggard
Bob Regner

Liz Thomas

Jim Gray

<waglemom at gmail.com>

<LJGRALG at aol.com>

<delanec3 at earthlink.net>
<mygemsrock at gmail.com>
<waglemom at yahoo.com>
<riggsoldchap at yahoo.com>
<LJGRALG at aol.com>
<WayneC3 at earthlink.net>
<bwalko at earthextractions.com>
<csrockguy at yahoo.com>
<RjgrSci at aol.com>
<gandpmaggard at gmail.com>
<csrockguy at yahoo.com>

<michelle.cauley at dakotacollege.edu>

<mygemsrock at gmail.com>
<RjgrSci at aol.com>
<Lkbeckfam at gmail.com>
<csrockguy at yahoo.com>
<RjgrSci at aol.com>
<gandpmaggard at gmail.com>
<Rnregner at aol.com>
<mygemsrock at gmail.com>

<jimgray at wyoming.com>

continued on next page
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2024-2025 Committee Chairs — continued

June 2025

Parliamentarian
PLAC - AZ

PLAC - CO

PLAC - KS

PLAC - NM/TX
PLAC - OK/AR
PLAC - ND/SD/NE
PLAC - UT/NV
PLAC - WY
President’s Hat
Program Library
Public Relations
Resolutions
Ribbons

Safety
Scholarship Committee
Stationery/Trophies
Supplies

Uniform Rules
Uniform Rules
Uniform Rules
Webmaster

Website Contest

Gene Maggard

Mike Nelson

Mike Nelson

Lori Loomis

Greg Jones
all past presidents
Gene & Peggy Maggard

DelLane Cox

Jenelle Hopkins
Jodi Brewster
Richard Jaeger
Ben Thomas
Roberta Wagle
Lee Whitebay
Leon Reeder
Les Presmyk
Tyler Jacobsen

Leane Gray

<gandpmaggard at gmail.com>
<>
<csrockguy at yahoo.com>

<csrockguy at yahoo.com>

<>
<sdnestatedirector at gmail.com>
<>

<wyojones at wyjones.com >

<gandpmaggard at gmail.com>

<delanec3 at earthlink.net>

<Jhopk67328 at aol.com>
<rmfmssafety2024@gmail.com>
<RjgrSci at aol.com>
<myretirementrocks at gmail.com>
<waglemom at gmail.com>
<lwhiteba at gmail.com>
<leonreeder4?7 at yahoo.com>
<presmyk at cox.net>

<webmaster at rmfms.org>

<Lgray at wyoming.com>

Please note: All email addresses are enclosed in chevrons, < >, and the @ symbol has been replaced by
the word “at” with a space before and after the word. This is to prevent bots from picking up our email
addresses. You will need to remove the chevrons and replace the word “at” and the two spaces with the @
symbol to have the correct email.
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RMFMS Purpose & Policies -
Excerpts from 2023 Directory (Revised)

e To bring about a closer association of the Earth
Science Groups in the Rocky Mountain region.

e To increase and disseminate knowledge about
minerals and other geologic materials.

e To encourage mineral study, collecting, and
fashioning as a HOBBY.

* To sponsor local organizations interested in similar
purposes.

* To encourage all clubs to publish bulletins and
newsletters.

* To continue building up and promoting the use of the
Federation Library of slide programs, videos, CDs,
and DVDs to each member club.

e To distribute information and suggestions on the
preparation and arrangement of specimens and
materials for exhibit and display.

* To provide information and assistance to clubs
holding Gem and Mineral Shows.

* To encourage clubs to support the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies Scholarship
Foundation Fund.

June 2025

* To promote the concept that all members of all clubs
are members of the RMFMS and the AFMS, and to
encourage individual members and clubs to take
responsibility for asking questions or making known
that help is needed. To encourage more contacts
between those working at the Federation level,
between clubs, and between club members.

* To keep the members informed of problems and
activities regarding the use of Public Lands.

* To continue to support Federation-sponsored
programs.

The Rocky Mountain Federation is composed of a
membership of approximately 14,000 members in the
following states: Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas,
Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, and Wyoming.

The work of the Federation is directed by the Executive
Committee, composed of: President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, State Directors, and the
two immediate Past-Presidents.

Reminder — next RMF Newsletter is the July 2025
issue. Deadline for articles is June 15, 2025.

AFMS Code of Ethics

I will respect both private and public property and will do no
collecting on privately owned land without the owner's permission.
-1 will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing
collecting on public lands and will observe them.

I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of
property on which | plan to collect.

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind-fences,
signs, buildings.

—I will leave all gates as found.| will build fires in designated or safe
places only and will be certain they are completely extinguished
before leaving the area.

I will discard no burning material-matches, cigarettes, etc.

I will fill all excavation holes, which may be dangerous to livestock.
-l will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.

—I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take
home only what | can reasonably use.

~I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well
the materials | have collected and will recycle my surplus for the
pleasure and benefit of others.

-I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter
Please) and will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless
of how found.

~I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated
authority in all collecting areas.

~I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land
Management, or other authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or
other materials on public lands which should be pro- tected for the
enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific
purposes.

-l will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.

-l will observe the "Golden Rule,” will use "Good Outdoor Manners”
and will at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to
the stature and public image of rockhounds

everywhere. 7 AFMS

A\ 4
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